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Dear honorees, guests and friends of Pennsylvania journalism,

It is a privilege to welcome you to the 2025 Keystone Media Awards, an annual tradition 

celebrating the exceptional work of Pennsylvania’s journalists and news organizations.

The Keystone Media Awards recognize and reinforce excellence in our industry — journalism 

that embodies relevance, integrity and initiative; reporting that informs and engages 

communities; and storytelling that fulfills the vital rights and responsibilities guaranteed by 

the First Amendment. Each year, these awards shine a light on the essential work journalists 

do to hold the powerful accountable, amplify local voices and strengthen our democracy.

This year’s competition reflects the remarkable depth and breadth of journalism practiced 

in Pennsylvania. We received 2,513 entries from 124 news organizations representing every 

corner of the commonwealth. Each submission is a testament to the skill, dedication and 

unwavering commitment of the journalists who inform and inspire the public they serve. 

We extend our sincere appreciation to the Hoosier State Press Association for their time and 

expertise in judging this year’s contest.

Today, we gather to honor those whose outstanding work represents the pinnacle of our 

craft. Through their reporting, storytelling and steadfast pursuit of truth, these journalists 

strengthen civic life, foster transparency and help their communities thrive.

On behalf of the Pennsylvania NewsMedia Association, congratulations to all our winners and 

finalists. Your dedication to excellence elevates our industry, enriches public discourse and 

ensures that the proud tradition of Pennsylvania journalism continues to flourish.

Best regards,

William M. Cotter
President and CEO
Pennsylvania NewsMedia Association
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About the Keystone Awards

The Keystone Media Awards, which date back to the 1950’s, reinforce excellence by individuals 
in the news profession, by recognizing journalism that consistently provides relevance, 
integrity and initiative in serving readers, and faithfully fulfills its First Amendment rights and 
responsibilities. Further, the Keystone Media Awards stimulate journalists to improve their craft 
and ultimately improve their community.

First, second and honorable mention awards are presented in each category, as determined by 
the judges. Judges are given the discretion to not award a winner in any place or category or 
give no award at all based on the number of entries received in that category. Points are tallied 
for each winning entry. The news media organizations accumulating the highest total points in 
each division are recognized as Sweepstakes winners. Broadcast organizations accumulating 
the highest total points in each division are recognized as Outstanding News Operation winners.

The PNA Foundation will supply plaques to all first-place winners and certificates to all 
second place and honorable mention Keystone Media Award winners in attendance today. 
At the conclusion of today’s presentation, you may pick up certificates for those at your news 
organization who were unable to attend. Plaques may be ordered for your second place 
and honorable mention certificates directly from Present A Plaque. Visit the PNA website at 
panewsmedia.org/contests-and-awards for more details.

Thank you to Ballard Spahr for sponsoring today’s luncheon.



PRESENTATION ORDER

Welcome to the Keystone Media Awards 
Luncheon 
Bill Cotter, President and CEO of the Pennsylvania 
NewsMedia Association and Tanya Henderson, 
Executive Director of the Pennsylvania NewsMedia 
Association Foundation

Pennsylvanians are Connected video

Marta Gouger, Chairwoman of Pennsylvania News 
Leaders Association 

John V. R. Bull First Amendment Award
Presented to Juliette Rihl & Joshua Vaughn, 
PennLive/The Patriot-News, Harrisburg 

First Amendment Award (Broadcast)
Presented to WHYY-FM Staff, Philadelphia 

Investigative Reporting 

Best Investigative Reporting (Broadcast) 

Sweepstakes Division I – The Philadelphia Inquirer 

Enterprise Reporting 

Best Enterprise Reporting (Broadcast) 

Public Notice Award
Presented to Jim Lockwood, The Times-Tribune, 
Scranton 

News Beat Reporting 

Best Newscast (Broadcast) 

Sweepstakes Division II – Butler Eagle 

Breaking News 

Breaking News Photo 

G. Richard Dew Award for Journalistic Service
Presented to Samantha Melamed, Dylan Purcell, 
Ryan Briggs & Max Marin, The Philadelphia Inquirer 

Best Spot News Coverage (Broadcast) 

Headline Writing

News Organization of the Year – 
Weekly Publications  
Second Place - Chestnut Hill Local, Philadelphia 

Ongoing News Coverage
 
Best Continuing Coverage (Broadcast)

Outstanding News Operation (Broadcast) 
Radio II - WDIY 88.1 FM 

News Feature Story 

News Event Photo 

News Page Design 

Sweepstakes Division III – York Daily Record 

Business or Consumer Story 

Reader Initiative Award
Presented to Staff, Butler Eagle 

Best Series (Broadcast)

Special Section 

Outstanding News Operation (Broadcast) 
TV II - WBRE/WYOU-TV, Wilkes-Barre 

Editorial 

Column 

Public Service Award
Presented to Staff, Butler Eagle 

Best Public Service (Broadcast)

Best Regularly Scheduled News or Sports Talk 
Program (Broadcast) 

News Organization of the Year – 
Multi-day Publications 
Second Place - PennLive/The Patriot-News, 
Harrisburg

Society of Professional Journalists Keystone 
Pro Chapter 

Sweepstakes Division IV – The York Dispatch 

Sports Beat Reporting 

Sports/Outdoor Column 

Freelance Journalist of the Year Award
Presented to Sarah Boden, Spotlight PA
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Sports Feature 

Best Sports Feature (Broadcast) 

Sports Feature Photo 

Sweepstakes Division V and News Organization of 
the Year - Weekly Publications 
First Place - The Burg, Harrisburg 

Sports Enterprise 

Best Sports Coverage (Broadcast) 

Sports Breaking News/Event Coverage 

Outstanding News Operation (Broadcast) 
Radio I - WHYY-FM, Philadelphia

Sports Action Photo

Sports Page Design

Sports Videos

Paul Vathis Memorial Photography 
Portfolio Award 
Presented to Charles Fox, The Philadelphia Inquirer 

Best Use of Photography (Broadcast)

Photo Story / Essay

Graphic / Photo Illustration

Outstanding News Operation (Broadcast) 
TV I - KDKA-TV, Pittsburgh

Personality Profile

Lifestyle/Entertainment Beat

Distinguished Writing Award
Presented to Barbara Laker, The Philadelphia 
Inquirer

Best Digital Presence (Broadcast)

Best Use of Sound (Broadcast) 

Sweepstakes Division VI – Bethlehem Press

News Videos

Features Videos

Calkins Family Distinguished Video Award
Presented to TJ Smith, PennLive/The Patriot-News, 
Harrisburg

Feature Story

Best Feature (Broadcast)

Sweepstakes Division VII – Lancaster Farming

Feature Photo

Feature Page Design 

Lenfest Institute Emerging Journalist Award
Presented to Megan Swift, TribLive, Pittsburgh

Best Reporter/Anchor (Broadcast)

Documentary

Best Documentary (Broadcast)

News Organization of the Year – 
Multi-day Publications 
First Place - Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

Podcast

Podcast (Broadcast)

Lenfest Institute Diversity Champion Award
Presented to Ivey DeJesus, PennLive/The Patriot-
News, Harrisburg

Excellence in Reporting on Diversity, 
Equity and Inclusion

A-Mark Prize for Investigative Journalism in 
Pennsylvania Awards
Presented to Spotlight PA/WESA



NEW! A-Mark prize for Investigative Journalism 
in Pennsylvania

News Organization of the Year

Investigative reporters are trained to follow the money, but it takes resources to follow the 

money. New this year, the PNA Foundation partnered with the A-Mark Foundation to create 

the A-Mark Prizes for Investigative Journalism in Pennsylvania. These awards total up to $15,000 

for Pennsylvania reporters and their newsrooms. Beginning in 2026, this competition will be 

included in the Professional Keystone Media Awards Contest.

Today we will also be recognizing the News Organization of the Year winners. These awards 

give news media companies the opportunity to showcase and recognize the outstanding work 

across all departments and products of their entire staff. In order to accumulate points toward 

NOY throughout the year, organizations are required to enter both the Keystone Media Awards 

and the PNA Foundation’s Advertising Contests.

Multi-day publications 

First Place – Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

Second Place – PennLive/The Patriot-News, Harrisburg

Weekly publications

First Place – TheBurg, Harrisburg

Second Place – Chestnut Hill Local, Philadelphia

First Place: Spotlight PA/WESA (Pittsburgh’s NPR news station) 

Investigative series tracking where opioid settlement money went in Pennsylvania, by Ed Mahon.
 

Second Place: Spotlight PA 

“Unprotected,” a series on elder abuse, by Angela Couloumbis.

Third Place: Spotlight PA
 
“Top Penn State Health surgeon warned leaders about transplant problems months before shutdown. 
Then he was let go,’’ by Charlotte Keith and Wyatt Massey.

2025 A-Mark Prize for Investigative 
Journalism Award Winners
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DIVISION I – The Philadelphia Inquirer 

DIVISION II – Butler Eagle

DIVISION III – York Daily Record

DIVISION IV – The York Dispatch 

DIVISION V – TheBurg, Harrisburg 

DIVISION VI – Bethlehem Press 

DIVISION VII – Lancaster Farming

2025 Sweepstakes Winners

John V. R. Bull First Amendment Award – Juliette Rihl & Joshua Vaughn, PennLive/The Patriot-News, 
Harrisburg

Distinguished Writing Award – Barbara Laker, The Philadelphia Inquirer

Paul Vathis Memorial Photography Portfolio Award – Charles Fox, The Philadelphia Inquirer

Calkins Family Distinguished Video Award – TJ Smith, PennLive/The Patriot-News, Harrisburg

Lenfest Institute Diversity Champion Award – Ivey DeJesus, PennLive/The Patriot-News, Harrisburg

Lenfest Institute Emerging Journalist Award – Megan Swift, TribLive, Pittsburgh

Freelance Journalist of the Year Award – Sarah Boden, Spotlight PA

Public Service Award – Staff, Butler Eagle

G. Richard Dew Award for Journalistic Service – Samantha Melamed, Dylan Purcell, Ryan Briggs and 
Max Marin, The Philadelphia Inquirer

Reader Initiative Award – Staff, Butler Eagle

Public Notice Award – Jim Lockwood, The Times-Tribune, Scranton

First Amendment Award (Broadcast) – WHYY News Staff, WHYY-FM, Philadelphia

2025 Specialty Award Winners

TV I – KDKA-TV, Pittsburgh

TV II – WBRE/WYOU-TV, Wilkes-Barre

RADIO I – WHYY-FM, Philadelphia

RADIO II – WDIY 88.1 FM, Lehigh Valley

2025 Outstanding News Organization Winners (Broadcast)
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It’s not too late to participate in PNAF’s yearlong 

Journalism Training Certification Program. If you are new 

to the editorial department or are interested in honing 

your journalism skills and knowledge, this program will 

equip you with the essential skills and industry insights 

needed to thrive in a newsroom. New webinars are held 

on the second Monday of each month from noon to 1 

p.m. Past sessions are recorded for on-demand viewing. 

Registrants must complete all sessions to receive a 

graduation training certificate at the end of the program.

Nov. 10, 2025 – First Amendment, Court Access and 

Legal Updates – Navigating Press Rights in the Current 

Legal Landscape 

Dec. 8, 2025 – Ethics & Bias in Journalism – 

Implementing and Maintaining Standards 

Jan. 12, 2026 – Staying Safe on the Job – 

Best Practices for Journalists

Feb. 9, 2026 – Mental Health and Wellness – 

Covering Trauma While Protecting Yourself

March 9, 2026 – Artificial Intelligence in the Newsroom – 

Leveraging Technology While Upholding 

Journalistic Standards

For more information on the program, visit 

pnafoundation.org/events/journalism-training today. To 

register for new webinars and view previous recordings, visit the 

Training & Events page at panewsmedia.org/training-events.

Introducing the 

PNA Foundation
Journalism Training Certification Program



First Place – WHYY-FM, Philadelphia | Jennifer Lynn, 
Sarah Mueller, Kenny Cooper, Susan Phillips

Best Newscast
Radio I

Second Place – WESA-FM, Pittsburgh | Jeremy Scott

First Place – KDKA-TV, Pittsburgh | KDKA-TV News Team
TV I

Second Place – WTAE-TV, Pittsburgh | Staff

First Place – WGAL-TV, Lancaster | Ronda Keiser, Michael Fuller, 
Tasmin Mahfuz

TV II

Second Place – Centre County Report, State College | 
Centre County Report Staff

First Place – WHYY-FM, Philadelphia | Cory Sharber

Best Spot News Coverage
Radio I

Second Place – WHYY-FM, Philadelphia | Cory Sharber

First Place – WTAE-TV, Pittsburgh | Staff
TV I

Second Place – KDKA-TV, Pittsburgh | KDKA-TV News Team

First Place – WBRE/WYOU-TV, Wilkes-Barre | Gianna Galli, 
Bryan Velez

TV II

Second Place – WGAL-TV, Lancaster | WGAL Staff

First Place – WESA-FM, Pittsburgh | Oliver Morrison

Best Continuing Coverage
Radio I

Second Place – The Allegheny Front | Reid Frazier
Honorable Mention – WHYY-FM, Philadelphia | Cory Sharber

First Place – WDIY 88.1 FM | James Zipprodt, Mike Flynn
Radio II

Second Place – WDIY 88.1 FM | James Zipprodt

First Place – KDKA-TV, Pittsburgh | KDKA-TV News Team
TV I

Second Place – WTAE-TV, Pittsburgh | Staff

First Place – WJAC-TV, Johnstown | Johnathon O’Halloran, 
Baylee Wojcik, Nick Kasisky, WJAC News Team

TV II

Second Place – WBRE/WYOU-TV, Wilkes-Barre | Julie Dunphy, 
Tony “Ingy” Ingargiola
Honorable Mention – WBRE/WYOU-TV, Wilkes-Barre | 
Jayne Ann Bugda, Eyewitness News Team

Broadcast Categories

Eclipse Viewing, Tanner Mondock

Merry-go-round, Saed Hindash

First Place – WHYY-FM, Philadelphia | Aaron Moselle, 
Tom MacDonald, Cory Sharber, Heather Chin

Best Series
Radio I

Second Place – WHYY-FM, Philadelphia | Susan Phillips, 
Emma Lee, Kimblery Paynter

Honorable Mention – WESA-FM, Pittsburgh | Julia Fraser

First Place – WDIY 88.1 FM | Laurie Hackett, James Zipprodt

Radio II

Second Place – WDIY 88.1 FM | Grace Mansfield, James Zipprodt

Honorable Mention – WDIY 88.1 FM | Hasshan Batts, 
James Zipprodt

First Place – KDKA-TV, Pittsburgh | Kristine Sorensen, Ian Smith

TV I

First Place – WBRE/WYOU-TV, Wilkes-Barre | 
Paola Giangiacomo, Tony “Ingy” Ingargiola, Kelly Egrie

TV II

Second Place – WHP-TV, Harrisburg | Joel D. Smith, Evan Mack

Honorable Mention – WGAL-TV, Lancaster | 
McKenna Alexander, Tony Manning, Bobby Tufarolo
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First Place – The Allegheny Front | Julie Grant, Kathy Knauer

Best Investigative Reporting
Radio I

Second Place – WESA-FM, Pittsburgh | Jillian Forstadt

First Place – KDKA-TV, Pittsburgh | Andy Sheehan, 
Jeremy Stockdill, Tory Wegerski

TV I

First Place – WGAL-TV, Lancaster | Meredith Jorgensen, 
Michael McGavin

TV II

Second Place – WBRE/WYOU-TV, Wilkes-Barre |  
Andy Mehalshick, Paul Davis, Tony “Ingy” Ingargiola 

Honorable Mention – WJAC-TV, Johnstown |  
Johnathon O’Halloran, Jim Platzer, Nicholas Kasisky

First Place – WESA-FM, Pittsburgh | Oliver Morrison

Best Enterprise Reporting
Radio I

Second Place – The Allegheny Front | Reid Frazier

Honorable Mention – WHYY-FM, Philadelphia | Kenny Cooper

First Place – Spotlight PA - Broadcast | Ed Mahon, Mitch Blacher

TV I

Second Place – WTAE-TV, Pittsburgh | Staff 

Honorable Mention – KDKA-TV, Pittsburgh | Meghan Schiller, 
Bryan Orr

First Place – WJAC-TV, Johnstown | Gary Sinderson, Sean Eiler, 
Jim Platzer

TV II

Second Place – WeatherWorld/WPSU, Clearfield | Marisa Ferger

Honorable Mention – WGAL-TV, Lancaster | Brian Roche, 
Tony Manning

First Place – WHYY-FM, Philadelphia | P. Kenneth Burns

Best Feature
Radio I

Second Place – WESA-FM, Pittsburgh | Jillian Forstadt

Honorable Mention – WHYY-FM, Philadelphia | Kenny Cooper

First Place – WDIY 88.1 FM | Mike Flynn

Radio II

Second Place – WDIY 88.1 FM | James Zipprodt

Honorable Mention – WLVR 91.3, Lehigh Valley | Christine Dempsey

First Place – KDKA-TV, Pittsburgh | Mamie Bah, Ian Smith, 
Lisa Smith

TV I

First Place – WeatherWorld/WPSU, Clearfield | Ben Reppert

TV II

Second Place – PBS39, Bethlehem | Grover Silcox, Jeff Frederick, 
Samantha Bode

Honorable Mention – WFMZ-TV, Allentown | Priscilla Liguori, 
Jon Bloch

First Place – WLVR 91.3, Lehigh Valley | Christine Dempsey

Best Documentary
Radio II

Second Place – WDIY 88.1 FM | Margaret McConnell, 
James Zipprodt

Honorable Mention – WDIY 88.1 FM | Margaret McConnell, 
James Zipprodt

First Place – WTAE-TV, Pittsburgh | Staff 

TV I

First Place – WBRE/WYOU-TV, Wilkes-Barre | Jayne Ann Bugda, 
Tony “Ingy” Ingargiola, Matthew Gronski, Mark Hiller 

TV II

Second Place – WBRE/WYOU-TV, Wilkes-Barre | Jayne Ann Bugda, 
Tony “Ingy” Ingargiola, Matthew Gronski, Nick Toma 

Honorable Mention – WBRE/WYOU-TV, Wilkes-Barre | 
Jayne Ann Bugda, Tony “Ingy” Ingargiola, Matthew Gronski, 
Josh Hodell 

End of a Day, Holly Claycomb
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Shine... and rise, Dennis Bicksler

First Place – WHYY-FM, Philadelphia | Kenny Cooper

Best Public Service
Radio I

Second Place – WHYY-FM, Philadelphia | WHYY News Staff

Honorable Mention – WESA-FM, Pittsburgh | Kate Giammarise, 
Jillian Forstadt

First Place – KDKA-TV, Pittsburgh | KDKA Free Care Fund Team 

TV I

Second Place – KDKA-TV, Pittsburgh | 
KDKA-TV Turkey Fund Team 

Honorable Mention – Spotlight PA - Broadcast | Katie Meyer, 
Kate Huangpu, Mitch Blacher

First Place – WeatherWorld/WPSU, Clearfield | Ben Reppert, 
Marisa Ferger, Jon Nese

TV II

Second Place – PBS39, Bethlehem | Brittany Sweeney, 
Jeff Frederick, Samantha Bode, Grover Silcox

Honorable Mention – Centre County Report, State College | 
Olivia Dunne

First Place – WHYY-FM, Philadelphia | Jennifer Lynn

Best Reporter/Anchor
Radio I

Second Place – WHYY-FM, Philadelphia | Tom MacDonald

First Place – WBRE/WYOU-TV, Wilkes-Barre | Chris Bohinski

TV II

Second Place – WGAL-TV, Lancaster | Katelyn Smith

Honorable Mention – WHP-TV, Harrisburg | Jasmine Brooks

First Place – WJAC-TV, Johnstown | Caitlin Westerholm

Best Weathercast
TV II

Second Place – Centre County Report, State College | 
Tyler Hughes

Honorable Mention – WGAL-TV, Lancaster | Christine Ferreira

First Place – WHYY-FM, Philadelphia | WHYY News Staff, 
Tom MacDonald, Carmen Russell-Sluchansky, Kenny Cooper

Best Regularly Scheduled News or 
Sports Talk Program
Radio I

First Place – WLVR 91.3, Lehigh Valley | Megan Frank

Radio II

First Place – KDKA-TV, Pittsburgh | Intersections Team 

TV I

Second Place – KDKA-TV, Pittsburgh | KDKA-TV Sports Team 

First Place – WFMZ-TV, Allentown | Karen Boksan, Joel Keeler, 
Adam Klein, Nick White

TV II

Second Place – WFMZ-TV, Allentown | Staff 

Honorable Mention – WFMZ-TV, Allentown | Staff

First Place – WESA-FM, Pittsburgh | Patrick Doyle, 
Katie Blackley, Jakob Lazzaro

Best Digital Presence
Radio I

Second Place – WHYY-FM, Philadelphia | WHYY News Staff

First Place – WDIY 88.1 FM | Shamus McGroggan

Radio II

First Place – WTAE-TV, Pittsburgh | Staff

TV I

Second Place – KDKA-TV, Pittsburgh | KDKA-TV Digital 
Media Team

First Place – WJAC-TV, Johnstown | Ryan Graffius, Travis Gary, 
WJAC News Team

TV II
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First Place – Centre County Report, State College | After the 
Whistle Staff 

Best Sportscast
TV II

Second Place – WHP-TV, Harrisburg | Joel D. Smith

Honorable Mention – Centre County Report, State College | 
Kenny Ojeikere

First Place – WHYY-FM, Philadelphia | Jennifer Lynn

Best Sports Coverage
Radio I

Second Place – WHYY-FM, Philadelphia | Cory Sharber

First Place – WTAE-TV, Pittsburgh | Staff

TV I

First Place – WGAL-TV, Lancaster | Bethany Miller, 
Michael Sneff, Jacob Hall, Barbara Barr

TV II

Second Place – Centre County Report, State College | 
Savannah Wood

First Place – WHYY-FM, Philadelphia | Cory Sharber

Best Sports Feature
Radio I

Second Place – WESA-FM, Pittsburgh | Bill O’Driscoll

First Place – KDKA-TV, Pittsburgh | Rich Walsh, Ian Smith

TV I

First Place – PBS39, Bethlehem | Phil Gianficaro, Jeff Frederick, 
Eric Werner, Samantha Bode

TV II

Second Place – Centre County Report, State College | 
Ryan Eslinger

First Place – WHYY-FM, Philadelphia | Cory Sharber

Best Use of Photography
Radio I

Second Place – WESA-FM, Pittsburgh | Oliver Morrison

First Place – WDIY 88.1 FM | Shamus McGroggan
Radio II

Second Place – WDIY 88.1 FM | Shamus McGroggan

First Place – WESA-FM, Pittsburgh | Susan Scott Peterson

Best Use of Sound
Radio I

Second Place – WESA-FM, Pittsburgh | Susan Scott Peterson
Honorable Mention – WHYY-FM, Philadelphia | Jennifer Lynn

First Place – WDIY 88.1 FM | James Zipprodt
Radio II

Second Place – WDIY 88.1 FM | James Zipprodt
Honorable Mention – WDIY 88.1 FM | Mike Flynn

First Place – WHYY-FM, Philadelphia | Maiken Scott, Alan Yu, 
Liz Tung, Lindsay Lazarski

Podcast
Radio I

Second Place – The Allegheny Front | Kara Holsopple, 
Reid Frazier, Julie Grant, Kathy Knauer

First Place – WDIY 88.1 FM | James Zipprodt, Matthew Kacyon, 
Louis Holzman

Radio II

Second Place – WLVR 91.3, Lehigh Valley | Christine Dempsey

First Place – WHYY-FM, Philadelphia | WHYY News Staff

First Amendment Award
TV I

Merry Christmas Magic, Wade Aiken
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News Organization Categories

Field to Flask, Lilace Mellin Guignard

William Penn School, Rich Hauck

First Place – Butler Eagle | Butler Eagle, Spotlight PA, ProPublica

Investigative Reporting

Division II

Second Place – Erie Times-News | Ed Palattella

First Place – The Daily Item, Sunbury | Marcia Moore, 
Eric Scicchitano

Division III

Second Place – The Mercury, Pottstown | Evan Brandt

First Place – Broad+Liberty | Todd Shepherd
Division I

Second Place – PublicSource, Pittsburgh | Quinn Glabicki

First Place – Centre Daily Times, State College | Keely Doll
Division IV

Second Place – The York Dispatch | Meredith Willse

First Place – City & State PA | Harrison Cann
Division VII

Second Place – Philadelphia Gay News | Lauren Rowello

First Place – Morrisons Cove Herald, Martinsburg | Cati Keith
Division VI

First Place – The Tribune-Democrat, Johnstown | Staff

Enterprise Reporting

Division II

Second Place – The Tribune-Democrat, Johnstown |  
Joshua Byers, John Rucosky, Eric Knopsnyder

First Place – Beaver County Times | Garret Roberts
Division III

Second Place – The Daily Item, Sunbury | Marcia Moore
Honorable Mention – The Indiana Gazette | Nathan Zisk

First Place – Spotlight PA | Angela Couloumbis
Division I

Second Place – The Philadelphia Inquirer | Staff 
Honorable Mention – PennLive/The Patriot-News, Harrisburg | 
John Luciew

First Place – The Bradford Era | Sara Eddy Furlong
Division IV

Second Place – The Evening Sun, Hanover | Harrison Jones
Honorable Mention – Bucks County Courier Times, Levittown | 
Jo Ciavaglia 

First Place – Votebeat Pennsylvania | Carter Walker
Division VII

Second Place – City & State PA | Justin Sweitzer
Honorable Mention – City & State PA | Justin Sweitzer

First Place – Dillsburg Banner | Chanty Webb
Division VI

Second Place – Morrisons Cove Herald, Martinsburg | Cati Keith
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In 2025, the Pennsylvania NewsMedia 

Association Foundation successfully 

completed a new initiative built around its 

three pillars for sustainable journalism. In 

partnership with the National Association of 

Black Journalists Philadelphia, the Pittsburgh 

Black Media Foundation and Temple 

University, PNAF launched a collaborative 

internship program designed to connect 

the next generation of journalism talent with 

newsrooms across Pennsylvania. 

The program offered college students from 

universities statewide the opportunity to gain 

firsthand experience through paid summer 

internships at participating newsrooms. 

Supported by grants from a private donation 

and The Lenfest Institute for Journalism, 

students earned a competitive wage of $20 an 

hour for internships lasting nine to 12 weeks. 

To learn more about how your newsroom can 

participate, contact PNA Foundation Executive 

Director Tanya Henderson at 

tanyah@pa-news.org.

To access the full report, visit 

pnafoundation.org/pillars/newsroom-internships.

Pennsylvania Newsroom 
Internship Program

An expanded program returns 

in 2026, and newsrooms are 

encouraged to step forward as 

hosts. Participating in the program 

is an opportunity to invest in the 

future of local journalism while 

welcoming new energy, ideas and 

perspectives into your newsroom. 

Your involvement helps strengthen 

Pennsylvania’s news ecosystem and 

supports the development of the 

journalists who will shape its future.



To learn more about how your newsroom can 

participate, contact PNA Foundation Executive 

Director Tanya Henderson at 

tanyah@pa-news.org.

To access the full report, visit 

pnafoundation.org/pillars/newsroom-internships.

First Place – WVIA Public Media | Sarah Hofius Hall

News Beat Reporting

Division II

Second Place – Altoona Mirror | Kay Stephens

First Place – Standard Speaker, Hazleton | Kent Jackson
Division III

Second Place – The Times News, Lehighton | Ed Socha, 
Jarrad Hedes

Honorable Mention – The Times News, Lehighton | 
Kelly Monitz Socha

First Place – PennLive/The Patriot-News, Harrisburg | Jenna Wise
Division I

Second Place – Pittsburgh Post-Gazette | Anya Sostek
Honorable Mention – Spotlight PA | Wyatt Massey

First Place – The York Dispatch | Aimee Ambrose
Division IV

Second Place – Centre Daily Times, State College | Bret Pallotto
Honorable Mention – The Meadville Tribune | Mike Crowley

First Place – Environmental Health News, Pittsburgh | 
Kristina Marusic

Division VII

Second Place – Delaware Currents | Lauren Yates

First Place – TheBurg, Harrisburg | Maddie Gittens
Division V

Second Place – Bucks County Herald, Doylestown | 
Freda R. Savana

Honorable Mention – The Almanac, McMurray | Eleanor Bailey

First Place – Northern Berks Patriot Item | Lisa Mitchell
Division VI

Second Place – Dillsburg Banner | Mary Lou Bytof

Breaking News

First Place – The Philadelphia Inquirer | Staff
Division I

Second Place – Pittsburgh Post-Gazette | Post-Gazette Staff 

First Place – The Daily Item, Sunbury | Francis Scarcella
Division III

First Place – Bucks County Courier Times, Levittown | Jo Ciavaglia, 
JD Mullane, Peg Quann, Chris Ullery

Division IV

Second Place – The Shenandoah Sentinel | Kaylee Lindenmuth, 
Micquelynn Kapuschinsky, Sherry Streeter

Honorable Mention – The York Dispatch | Dawn Sagert, 
Anthony Maenza

First Place – Butler Eagle | Staff 
Division II

Second Place – The Citizens’ Voice, Wilkes-Barre | James Halpin

First Place – Town and Country, Pennsburg | Bradley Schlegel
Division V

Second Place – Bucks County Herald, Doylestown | Freda R. Savana

First Place – Morrisons Cove Herald, Martinsburg | Cati Keith
Division VI

Second Place – The Potter Leader-Enterprise, Coudersport | 
Donna LeSchander

Honorable Mention – The Rocket-Courier, Wyalusing | 
Warren Howeler

Over 250 students participated in the annual Splatter Fest, Curt Werner
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Ongoing News Coverage

First Place – The Citizens’ Voice, Wilkes-Barre | James Halpin, 
Bob Kalinowski

Division II

Second Place – Altoona Mirror | Kay Stephens, William Kibler, 
Conner Goetz, Matt Churella

First Place – York Daily Record/Sunday News | Mike Argento, 
Teresa Boeckel, Lena Tzivekis

Division III

Second Place – Pennsylvania Capital-Star, Harrisburg | Ian Karbal
Honorable Mention – York Daily Record/Sunday News | 
Teresa Boeckel

First Place – Pittsburgh Post-Gazette | Michael D. Sallah, 
Michael Korsh, Evan Robinson-Johnson, Madaleine Rubin

Division I

Second Place – TribLive, Pittsburgh | Staff 

First Place – The York Dispatch | Meredith Willse
Division IV

Second Place – One United Lancaster | Tim Stuldreher

Honorable Mention – Bucks County Courier Times, Levittown | 
Jo Ciavaglia, JD Mullane, Chris Ullery

First Place – Delaware Currents | Chris Mele
Division VII

Second Place – Philadelphia Business Journal | Emma Dooling
Honorable Mention – Philadelphia Gay News | Lauren Rowello

First Place – Bucks County Herald, Doylestown | John A. Taylor
Division V

Second Place – Bucks County Herald, Doylestown | 
Andy Holtzman

First Place – Print, Pittsburgh | Ann Belser
Division VI

Second Place – Chestnut Hill Local, Philadelphia | Tom Beck, 
Carla Robinson, Richard Stein

Honorable Mention – Chestnut Hill Local, Philadelphia | 
Tom Beck, Carla Robinson

First Place – Erie Times-News | Ed Palattella
Division II

Second Place – The Times-Tribune, Scranton | Frank Lesnefsky
Honorable Mention – The Citizens’ Voice, Wilkes-Barre | 
Bob Kalinowski

First Place – Pennsylvania Capital-Star, Harrisburg | Ian Karbal
Division III

Second Place – Herald-Standard, Uniontown | Zach Petroff

First Place – The Philadelphia Inquirer | Maddie Hanna

News Feature Story
Division I

Second Place – TribLive, Pittsburgh | Justin Vellucci
Honorable Mention – Pittsburgh Post-Gazette | Neena Hagen, 
Hallie Lauer

Honorable Mention – The Daily Item, Sunbury | Justin Strawser

First Place – Bucks County Courier Times, Levittown | Jo Ciavaglia
Division IV

Second Place – The Express, Lock Haven | Hunter Smith
Honorable Mention – The Meadville Tribune | Chloe Forbes

First Place – Votebeat Pennsylvania | Carter Walker
Division VII

Second Place – Delaware Currents | Kyle Bagenstose
Honorable Mention – Lancaster Farming | Philip Gruber, 
Rebecca Schweitzer-Benner

First Place – TheBurg, Harrisburg | Diane McCormick
Division V

Second Place – Bucks County Herald, Doylestown | 
Jacqueline M. Sofia
Honorable Mention – TheBurg, Harrisburg | M. Diane McCormick

First Place – Bethlehem Press | Nate Jastrzemski
Division VI

Second Place – The Wellsboro Gazette | Natalie Kennedy
Honorable Mention – Dillsburg Banner | Mary Lou Bytof

Ready for the Second Cutting, Bernadette Chiaramonte
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First Place – Pittsburgh Post-Gazette | Madaleine Rubin

Business or Consumer Story
Division I

Second Place – Pittsburgh Post-Gazette | Kris B. Mamula
Honorable Mention – Pittsburgh City Paper | Rachel Wilkinson

First Place – The Tribune-Democrat, Johnstown | Dave Sutor
Division II

Second Place – WVIA Public Media | Roger DuPuis, 
Borys Krawczeniuk

Honorable Mention – Press Enterprise, Bloomsburg | 
Susan Schwartz

First Place – The Daily Item, Sunbury | Bill Bowman
Division III

Second Place – Bedford Gazette | Heather Koontz
Honorable Mention – The Times News, Lehighton | 
Marta Gouger

First Place – One United Lancaster | Tim Stuhldreher
Division IV

Second Place – Centre Daily Times, State College | Matt DiSanto
Honorable Mention – Lebanon Daily News | Daniel Larlham Jr.

First Place – Lancaster Farming | Philip Gruber, 
Rebecca Schweitzer-Benner

Division VII

Second Place – Pittsburgh Business Times | Paul J. Gough

First Place – TheBurg, Harrisburg | M. Diane McCormick
Division V

Second Place – New Pittsburgh Courier | Rob Taylor Jr.
Honorable Mention – TheBurg, Harrisburg | Maddie Gittens

First Place – Chestnut Hill Local, Philadelphia | Robert Calandra
Division VI

Second Place – The Rocket-Courier, Wyalusing | David Keeler
Honorable Mention – The Wellsboro Gazette | Donna LeSchander

First Place – Pittsburgh Post-Gazette | Brandon McGinley, 
Rebecca Spiess

Editorial
Division I

Second Place – PennLive/The Patriot-News, Harrisburg | 
PennLive Editorial Board

Honorable Mention – Pittsburgh Post-Gazette | Brandon McGinley

First Place – Press Enterprise, Bloomsburg | Peter Kendron
Division II

Second Place – Observer-Reporter, Washington | Brad Hundt

First Place – The Daily Item, Sunbury | William Bowman
Division III

Second Place – The Herald, Sharon | Eric Poole

First Place – The York Dispatch | Wallace McKelvey
Division IV

Second Place – The Express, Lock Haven | Arianna McKee

First Place – Pittsburgh Business Times | Jennifer Beahm
Division VII

Second Place – Philadelphia Gay News | Jere Rodriguez
Honorable Mention – Delaware Currents | Meg McGuire

First Place – TheBurg, Harrisburg | Lawrance Binda
Division V

Second Place – Philadelphia Jewish Exponent | Editorial Board
Honorable Mention – Town and Country, Pennsburg | Larry Roeder

First Place – Chestnut Hill Local, Philadelphia | Carla Robinson
Division VI

Second Place – Whitehall-Coplay Press, Allentown | 
Kelly Lutterschmidt

We’re still waiting for pre-authorization, Ed Courrier

Hands Off Rafah rally, Mars Johnson
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Column

First Place – The Philadelphia Inquirer | Trudy Rubin
Division I

Second Place – PennLive/The Patriot-News, Harrisburg | 
John Baer
Honorable Mention – The Morning Call, Allentown | 
Graysen Golter

First Place – The Times-Tribune, Scranton | Christopher Kelly
Division II

Second Place – Altoona Mirror | Scott Franco
Honorable Mention – Butler Eagle |  Tracy Leturgey

First Place – The Herald, Sharon | Eric Poole
Division III

Second Place – The Daily Item, Sunbury | William Bowman
Honorable Mention – The Times News, Lehighton | Barry Reed

First Place – The Record-Argus, Greenville | Caleb Stright
Division IV

Second Place – The Bradford Era | Marcie Schellhammer

First Place – Philadelphia Gay News | Mark Segal
Division VII

Second Place – Lancaster Farming | Jeff Miller
Honorable Mention – Lancaster Farming | Kelly Thomas

First Place – TheBurg, Harrisburg | Lawrance Binda
Division V

Second Place – Mountain Home, Wellsboro | Terence Lane
Honorable Mention – TheBurg, Harrisburg | Lawrance Binda

First Place – Chestnut Hill Local, Philadelphia | Len Lear
Division VI

Second Place – The Rocket-Courier, Wyalusing | David Keeler, 
(Pen name) Alice Wickhammer

Honorable Mention – Parkland Press, Allentown | 
Bonnie Lee Strunk

First Place – Pittsburgh Post-Gazette | Mike White

Sports Beat Reporting
Division I

Second Place – Pittsburgh Post-Gazette | Noah Hiles
Honorable Mention – Pittsburgh Post-Gazette | Gerry Dulac

First Place – The Citizens’ Voice, Wilkes-Barre | Tom Fox
Division II

Second Place – The Times-Tribune, Scranton | Joe Baress
Honorable Mention – The Tribune-Democrat, Johnstown | 
Mike Mastovich

First Place – York Daily Record/Sunday News | Frank Bodani
Division III

Second Place – York Daily Record/Sunday News | Shelly Stallsmith

First Place – Pocono Record | Mason Smith
Division IV

Second Place – Centre Daily Times, State College | Jon Sauber
Honorable Mention – The York Dispatch | Thomas Kendziora

First Place – Philadelphia Business Journal | John George
Division VII

First Place – The Almanac, McMurray | Eleanor Bailey
Division V

First Place – The Lititz Record Express | Bruce Morgan

Division VI

First Place – Reading Eagle | Rich Scarcella
Division II

Second Place – Observer-Reporter, Washington | John Sacco
Honorable Mention – Altoona Mirror | Michael Boytim

First Place – New Castle News | Ron Poniewasz 
Division III

Second Place – York Daily Record/Sunday News | Frank Bodani
Honorable Mention – New Castle News | Cody Pattison

First Place – The Philadelphia Inquirer | Mike Sielski

Sports/Outdoor Column
Division I

Second Place – TribLive, Pittsburgh | Tim Benz
Honorable Mention – TribLive, Pittsburgh | Mark Madden

First Place – The York Dispatch | Thomas Kendziora
Division IV

Second Place – Centre Daily Times, State College | Mark Nale

First Place – The Wellsboro Gazette | David Orlowski
Division VI

Second Place – Bethlehem Press | Jeff Moeller
Honorable Mention – Morrisons Cove Herald, Martinsburg | 
Richard Tate

Michael Zupi’s tee ball coming straight at you, John Iswalt
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First Place – The Philadelphia Inquirer | Alex Coffey

Sports Feature
Division I

Second Place – PennLive/The Patriot-News, Harrisburg | 
David Jones

Honorable Mention – The Philadelphia Inquirer | Mike Sielski, 
Lochlahn March, Jackie Spiegel, Matt Breen

First Place – Erie Times-News | Jeff Uveino
Division II

Second Place – LehighValleyNews.com | Phil Gianficaro
Honorable Mention – Altoona Mirror | Michael Boytim

First Place – York Daily Record/Sunday News | Frank Bodani
Division III

Second Place – The Times News, Lehighton | Jeff Moeller
Honorable Mention – York Daily Record/Sunday News | 
Matt Allibone

First Place – Centre Daily Times, State College | Jon Sauber
Division IV

Second Place – Centre Daily Times, State College | Jon Sauber
Honorable Mention – Centre Daily Times, State College | 
Josh Moyer

First Place – Lancaster Farming | Jane Meggitt, Art Petrosemolo, 
Philip Gruber, Stan Hough

Division VII

Second Place – Lancaster Farming | Stephanie Speicher 
Honorable Mention – Golf Association of Philadelphia | 
Tony Regina, Martin Emeno

First Place – Bucks County Herald, Doylestown | Don Leypoldt
Division V

Second Place – The Almanac, McMurray | Eleanor Bailey
Honorable Mention – The Almanac, McMurray | Eleanor Bailey

First Place – Morrisons Cove Herald, Martinsburg | Cati Keith
Division VI

Second Place – The Lititz Record Express | Bruce Morgan
Honorable Mention – The Wellsboro Gazette | Kristie Bowles

First Place – Reading Eagle | Rich Scarcella
Division II

First Place – The Philadelphia Inquirer | David Gambacorta, 
Gabe Coffey, Matt Breen, Aaron Carter

Sports Enterprise
Division I

Second Place – lehighvalleylive.com/The Express-Times, Easton | 
Nick Falsone, Kurt Bresswein, Saed Hindash
Honorable Mention – Pittsburgh Post-Gazette | Joe Starkey, 
Jason Mackey, Brian Batko, Gerry Dulac

Second Place – Butler Eagle | Jake Merda Adams
Honorable Mention – The Tribune-Democrat, Johnstown | 
Eric Knopsnyder

First Place – The News-Item, Shamokin | Kurt Ritzman
Division III

Second Place – The Times News, Lehighton | 
Times News Sports Department

First Place – Pocono Record | Mason Smith
Division IV

Second Place – The York Dispatch | Thomas Kendziora

First Place – The Almanac, McMurray | Eleanor Bailey
Division V

Second Place – Bucks County Herald, Doylestown | Don Leypoldt

Sean Simmers

First Place – Pittsburgh Post-Gazette | 
Post-Gazette Sports News Team 

Sports Breaking News/Event Coverage
Division I

Second Place – TribLive, Pittsburgh | Kevin Gorman, 
Justin Guerriero, Tim Benz

Honorable Mention – LNP, Lancaster | Staff 

First Place – Press Enterprise, Bloomsburg | Jimmy May, 
Dan Reilly, Dave Fegley

Division II

Second Place – Altoona Mirror | Michael Boytim

Honorable Mention – Altoona Mirror | Michael Boytim, 
John Hartsock

First Place – The Courier-Express/Tri-County Sunday, DuBois | 
Rich Rhoades, Chris Wechtenhiser

Division III

First Place – Bucks County Courier Times, Levittown | 
Drew Markol

Division IV

First Place – The Lititz Record Express | Bruce Morgan
Division VI

Second Place – The Lititz Record Express | Bruce Morgan
Honorable Mention – The Rocket-Courier, Wyalusing | 
Pete Hardenstine

19



Donors, or “fellows”, help to advance the mission of the PNA Foundation 
which is to support the sustainability of local news through philanthropy 
and fundraising, training and recognition of professional and student 
journalists. Each year, the PNA Foundation provides innovative training 
through webinars; regional on-the-road workshops; specialized training 
for media lawyers; leadership roundtables; as well as customized training 
cohorts and certifications.

HOW YOU CAN SUPPORT OUR MISSION

Scan the QR code to support a 
healthy news ecosystem across 
our commonwealth.



Feature Story

First Place – PennLive/The Patriot-News, Harrisburg | 
John Luciew

Division I

Second Place – The Philadelphia Inquirer | Henry Savage

Honorable Mention – The Philadelphia Inquirer | Ellie Rushing

First Place – LehighValleyNews.com | Jenny Roberts

Division II

Second Place – WVIA Public Media | Roger DuPuis

Honorable Mention – Press Enterprise, Bloomsburg | MJ Mahon

First Place – York Daily Record/Sunday News | Mike Argento
Division III

Second Place – New Castle News | Nicholas Vercilla

Honorable Mention – The News-Item, Shamokin | Larry Deklinski

First Place – Bucks County Courier Times, Levittown | Jo Ciavaglia
Division IV

Second Place – Bucks County Courier Times, Levittown | 
Jess Rohan
Honorable Mention – Bucks County Courier Times, Levittown | 
Jo Ciavaglia

First Place – Lancaster Farming | Dave Lefever

Division VII

Second Place – City & State PA | Justin Sweitzer

Honorable Mention – Chesapeake Bay Journal, Seven Valleys | 
Ad Crable

First Place – Mountain Home, Wellsboro | Lilace Mellin Guignard

Division V

Second Place – Bucks County Herald, Doylestown | Liz Riegel

Honorable Mention – Mountain Home, Wellsboro | Gayle Morrow

First Place – The Rocket-Courier, Wyalusing | Nancy Sharer

Division VI

Second Place – The Rocket-Courier, Wyalusing | Warren Howeler

First Place – Altoona Mirror | Michael Boytim

Division II

Second Place – The Derrick, Oil City | Helen Fielding

Honorable Mention – Press Enterprise, Bloomsburg | 
Susan Schwartz

First Place – York Daily Record/Sunday News | Mike Argento
Division III

Second Place – York Daily Record/Sunday News | Frank Bodani

Honorable Mention – Williamsport Sun-Gazette | Mark Maroney

Personality Profile

First Place – PublicSource, Pittsburgh | Bill Zlatos

Division I

Second Place – PennLive/The Patriot-News, Harrisburg | 
Jenna Wise

Honorable Mention – PennLive/The Patriot-News, Harrisburg | 
Jan Murphy

First Place – Bucks County Courier Times, Levittown | Jo Ciavaglia 

Division IV

Second Place – The Meadville Tribune | Mike Crowley

Honorable Mention – The York Dispatch | Meredith Willse

First Place – Pittsburgh Business Times | Jordyn Hronec

Division VII

Second Place – Lancaster Farming | Dan Sullivan

Honorable Mention – Philadelphia Business Journal | 
Emma Dooling

First Place – Mountain Home, Wellsboro | Jimmy Guignard
Division V

Second Place – Mountain Home, Wellsboro | David Higgins

Honorable Mention – TheBurg, Harrisburg | M. Diane McCormick

First Place – The Potter Leader-Enterprise, Coudersport | 
Donna LeSchander

Division VI

Second Place – Bethlehem Press | Dana Grubb

Amateur Championship selfie, Martin Emeno Quinn Glabicki
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First Place – The Citizens’ Voice, Wilkes-Barre | Bob Kalinowski

Division II

Second Place – The Times-Tribune, Scranton | Rebecca Kivak

First Place – York Daily Record/Sunday News | Mike Argento
Division III

Second Place – The Times News, Lehighton | Donald Serfass

First Place – Pittsburgh City Paper | Amanda Waltz

Lifestyle/Entertainment Beat
Division I

Second Place – Pittsburgh Post-Gazette | Abby Mackey

Honorable Mention – Pittsburgh Post-Gazette | Scott Mervis

First Place – Lancaster Farming | Philip Gruber

Division VII

First Place – TheBurg, Harrisburg | Gina Napoli

Division V

Second Place – Bucks County Herald, Doylestown | Beth Zarret

Honorable Mention – TheBurg, Harrisburg | Bob MacGinnes

First Place – Bethlehem Press | Theresa O’Brien

Division VI

Second Place – Bethlehem Press | Paul Willistein

Breaking News Photo

First Place – Pittsburgh City Paper | Mars Johnson

Division I

Second Place – The Philadelphia Inquirer | Steven M. Falk

Honorable Mention – lehighvalleylive.com/The Express-Times, 
Easton | Mike Nester

First Place – Press Enterprise, Bloomsburg | Jimmy May

Division II

Second Place – Butler Eagle | Morgan Phillips

Honorable Mention – The Tribune-Democrat, Johnstown | 
Thomas Slusser

First Place – The Republican-Herald, Pottsville | David McKeown

Division III

Second Place – Mon Valley Independent, Monessen | Jeff Helsel

Honorable Mention – York Daily Record/Sunday News | 
Paul Kuehnel

First Place – The Meadville Tribune |  Shannon Roae

Division IV

Second Place – The Evening Sun, Hanover | Harrison Jones

Honorable Mention – The Bradford Era | Staff

First Place – Town and Country, Pennsburg | Robert Esposito

Division V

Second Place – Town and Country, Pennsburg | Steve Pestrock

Honorable Mention – Town and Country, Pennsburg | 
Steve Pestrock

First Place – Dillsburg Banner | Curt Werner

Division VI

Second Place – Chestnut Hill Local, Philadelphia | Carla Robinson

Honorable Mention – Morrisons Cove Herald, Martinsburg | 
Cati Keith

Uncharacteristic turnovers doom Shamokin in PIAA opener, Larry Deklinski
Double dippers, Jimmy May
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First Place – Reading Eagle | Bill Uhrich

Division II

Second Place – The Citizens’ Voice, Wilkes-Barre | Jason Ardan

First Place – PennLive/The Patriot-News, Harrisburg | 
Sean Simmers

News Event Photo
Division I

Second Place – lehighvalleylive.com/The Express-Times, Easton | 
Saed Hindash
Honorable Mention – PennLive/The Patriot-News, Harrisburg | 
Sean Simmers

Honorable Mention – Press Enterprise, Bloomsburg | Jimmy May

First Place – Mon Valley Independent, Monessen | Jeff Helsel

Division III

Second Place – York Daily Record/Sunday News | Paul Kuehnel

Honorable Mention – The Herald, Sharon | Tanner Mondok

First Place – The York Dispatch | Dawn Sagert

Division IV

Second Place – The Evening Sun, Hanover | Harrison JonesSecond Place – The Evening Sun, Hanover | Harrison Jones

Honorable Mention – The Sentinel, Carlisle | Jason Malmont

First Place – Pittsburgh Business Times |  Jim Harris

Division VII

Second Place – Pittsburgh Business Times | Jim Harris

First Place – New Pittsburgh Courier | Ricco J.L. Martello

Division V

Second Place – Town and Country, Pennsburg | Robert Esposito

First Place – Dillsburg Banner | Curt Werner

Division VI

Second Place – Dillsburg Banner | Curt Werner

Honorable Mention – The Lititz Record Express | Mykenzie Davis

First Place – Altoona Mirror | Holly Claycomb
Division II

Second Place – The Tribune-Democrat, Johnstown | 
Thomas Slusser
Honorable Mention – Altoona Mirror | Holly Claycomb

First Place – The Herald, Sharon | Tanner Mondok

Division III

Second Place – Mon Valley Independent, Monessen | Jeff Helsel
Honorable Mention – The Times News, Lehighton | 
Donald Serfass

Feature Photo

First Place – lehighvalleylive.com/The Express-Times, Easton | 
Saed Hindash

Division I

Second Place – The Philadelphia Inquirer | Tom Gralish
Honorable Mention – lehighvalleylive.com/The Express-Times, 
Easton |  Saed Hindash

First Place – The Bradford Era | Wade Aiken
Division IV

Second Place – The Sentinel, Carlisle | Maddie Seiler
Honorable Mention – The Shenandoah Sentinel | 
Kaylee Lindenmuth

First Place – Mountain Home, Wellsboro | 
Bernadette Chiaramonte

Division V

Second Place – Mountain Home, Wellsboro | Deb Young

Honorable Mention – Mountain Home, Wellsboro | Curt Weinhold

First Place – The Ephrata Review | Dennis Bicksler

Division VI

Second Place – Dillsburg Banner | Curt Werner
Honorable Mention – Chestnut Hill Local, Philadelphia | 
Rob Cardillo

Bubble of Joy, Dawn Sagert

Patience Pays Off, Bill Uhrich
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First Place – PublicSource, Pittsburgh | Quinn Glabicki

Sports Feature Photo
Division I

Second Place – TribLive, Pittsburgh | Chaz Palla

First Place – Press Enterprise, Bloomsburg | Jimmy May

Division II

Second Place – The Citizens’ Voice, Wilkes-Barre | Jason Ardan
Honorable Mention – The Tribune-Democrat, Johnstown | 
John Rucosky

First Place – The News-Item, Shamokin | Larry Deklinski

Division III

Second Place – York Daily Record/Sunday News | Dan Rainville

Honorable Mention – The Daily Item, Sunbury | Rob Inglis

First Place – Centre Daily Times, State College | Abby Drey

Division IV

Second Place – The Sentinel, Carlisle | Jason Malmont

Honorable Mention – The Sentinel, Carlisle | Jason Malmont

First Place – Golf Association of Philadelphia | Martin Emeno

Division VII

Second Place – Golf Association of Philadelphia | Martin Emeno

Honorable Mention – Golf Association of Philadelphia | 
Dalton Balthaser

First Place – Bucks County Herald, Doylestown | Michael A. Apice

Division V

Second Place – The Almanac, McMurray | Eleanor Bailey

Honorable Mention – The Almanac, McMurray | Eleanor Bailey

First Place – The Ephrata Review | Mykenzie Davis 

Division VI

Second Place – The Wellsboro Gazette | Nick Coyle
Honorable Mention – Dillsburg Banner | Curt Werner

Sports Action Photo

First Place – LNP, Lancaster | Chris Knight
Division I

Second Place – lehighvalleylive.com/The Express-Times, Easton | 
Saed Hindash

Honorable Mention – LNP, Lancaster | Chris Knight

First Place – Press Enterprise, Bloomsburg | Jimmy May

Division II

Second Place – The Tribune-Democrat, Johnstown | 
Thomas Slusser

Honorable Mention – The Citizens’ Voice, Wilkes-Barre | 
Jason Ardan

First Place – The Herald, Sharon | Tanner Mondok

Division III

Second Place – York Daily Record/Sunday News | Dan Rainville

Honorable Mention – The Courier-Express/Tri-County Sunday, 
DuBois | Chris Wechtenhiser

First Place – Centre Daily Times, State College | Abby Drey

Division IV

Second Place – Centre Daily Times, State College | Abby Drey

Honorable Mention – The Bradford Era | Wade Aiken

First Place – Golf Association of Philadelphia | John Iswalt

Division VII

Second Place – Pittsburgh Business Times | Jim Harris

Honorable Mention – Lancaster Farming | Vinny Tennis

First Place – New Pittsburgh Courier | Brian Cook Sr.

Division V

Second Place – Bucks County Herald, Doylestown | 
Michael A. Apice

Honorable Mention – Town and Country, Pennsburg | 
Steve Pestrock

First Place – Dillsburg Banner | Curt Werner

Division VI

Second Place – Bethlehem Press | Mark Kirlin

Honorable Mention – Dillsburg Banner | Curt Werner

Cooper Sports Action, Tanner Mondok
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First Place – Press Enterprise, Bloomsburg | Jimmy May

Division II

Second Place – Butler Eagle | Morgan Phillips

First Place – York Daily Record/Sunday News | Harrison Jones

Division III

Second Place – York Daily Record/Sunday News | Dan Rainville

First Place – Pittsburgh City Paper | Mars Johnson

Photo Story/Essay
Division I

Second Place – TribLive, Pittsburgh | Shane Dunlap

First Place – The Sentinel, Carlisle | Jason Malmont

Division IV

Second Place – The Sentinel, Carlisle | Jason Malmont
Honorable Mention – Bucks County Courier Times, Levittown | 
Michele Haddon

First Place – Pittsburgh Business Times | Jim Harris
Division VII

Second Place – Philadelphia Gay News | Kelly Burkhardt

First Place – TheBurg, Harrisburg | Wesson Radomsky

Division V

Second Place – Town and Country, Pennsburg | Robert Esposito

Honorable Mention – TheBurg, Harrisburg | 
Emmitt Dwight McKell

First Place – The Ephrata Review | Mykenzie Davis

Division VI

Second Place – Bethlehem Press | Ruth Grady

Honorable Mention – The Lititz Record Express | Dennis Bicksler

First Place – Butler Eagle | Joe Genco

Division II

Second Place – The Times-Tribune, Scranton | Rebecca Kivak

Honorable Mention – Butler Eagle | Joe Genco

First Place – Williamsport Sun-Gazette | Tim Wertz

Division III

Second Place – Williamsport Sun-Gazette | Tim Wertz

Honorable Mention – The Herald, Sharon | Joey Garcia

First Place – The York Dispatch | Sherry Coons

Division IV

Second Place – The Express, Lock Haven | Arianna McKee

First Place – TheBurg, Harrisburg | Meg Caruso

Division V

Second Place – New Pittsburgh Courier | Warren King, 
Rob Taylor Jr.

Honorable Mention – TheBurg, Harrisburg | Mary McMillen

First Place – The Wellsboro Gazette | Natalie Kennedy
Division VI

Second Place – Bethlehem Press | George Taylor

First Place – Pittsburgh City Paper | Jeff Schreckengost

News Page Design
Division I

Second Place – The Philadelphia Inquirer | Staff 

Honorable Mention – TribLive, Pittsburgh | Dave Penn

Tiger come to life, Jimmy May

The Pride Issue, Jeff Schreckengost
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The goal of the PNAF Center for Journalism Excellence is to provide assistance to our 

member organizations by enhancing their impact and economic viability. The center 

will do this by improving all facets of their journalism practices, strengthening the 

educational foundation of aspiring and practicing journalists, providing journalism 

instructors with real-time access into developing coverage strategies and reporting 

techniques, and giving citizens a broader understanding of our profession through media 

literacy education.

The PNAF Center for Journalism Excellence aims to strengthen democracy 
throughout the commonwealth by serving as a leader in journalism 
instruction, innovation, collaboration and digital transformation
as well as enhancing employment opportunities for aspiring journalists.

CENTER FOR JOURNALISM EXCELLENCE

THE PENNSYLVANIA NEWSMEDIA 
ASSOCIATION FOUNDATION 

COMING IN 2026



First Place – LNP, Lancaster | Elizabeth Patton

Feature Page Design
Division I

Second Place – Pittsburgh Post-Gazette | Melanie Wass

Honorable Mention – The Philadelphia Inquirer | Sam Morris

First Place – The Times-Tribune, Scranton | Rebecca Kivak

Division II

First Place – The Herald, Sharon | Joey Garcia

Division III

Second Place – The Daily Item, Sunbury | Kyra Smith-Cullen

Honorable Mention – Williamsport Sun-Gazette | Jon Gerardi

First Place – The Express, Lock Haven | Arianna McKee
Division IV

First Place – City & State PA | City & State PA Staff
Division VII

First Place – TheBurg, Harrisburg | Meg Caruso
Division V

Second Place – TheBurg, Harrisburg | Meg Caruso

Honorable Mention – Bucks County Herald, Doylestown | 
Michael Naylor

First Place – Chestnut Hill Local, Philadelphia | Carla Robinson, 
Tommy Tucker

Division VI

Second Place – Bethlehem Press | George Taylor

Honorable Mention – Bethlehem Press | Dave Rowe, 
Paul Willistein

First Place – Pittsburgh Post-Gazette | Daniel Mann

Sports Page Design
Division I

Second Place – TribLive, Pittsburgh | Jeff Vella

Honorable Mention – TribLive, Pittsburgh | Jeff Vella

First Place – Altoona Mirror | Buck Frank

Division II

Second Place – Press Enterprise, Bloomsburg | Arthur Dowell

First Place – Williamsport Sun-Gazette | Tim Wertz

Division III

Second Place – Williamsport Sun-Gazette | Tim Wertz

Honorable Mention – Williamsport Sun-Gazette | Jon Gerardi

First Place – The Express, Lock Haven | Tim Wertz
Division IV

Second Place – The Express, Lock Haven | Jon Gerardi

First Place – Bethlehem Press | Scott Pagel

Division VI

Second Place – The Wellsboro Gazette | Nick Coyle

First Place – TribLive, Pittsburgh | John Lehner

Headline Writing
Division I

Second Place – The Philadelphia Inquirer | Addam Schwartz
Honorable Mention – TribLive, Pittsburgh | Dave Penn

First Place – Observer-Reporter, Washington | Mike Jones

Division II

Second Place – Reading Eagle | Steve Smith

First Place – The Herald, Sharon | John Zavinski

Division III

Second Place – Williamsport Sun-Gazette | Jon Gerardi
Honorable Mention – Mon Valley Independent, Monessen | 
Carl Hill

First Place – The Shenandoah Sentinel | Kaylee Lindenmuth
Division IV

Second Place – The Meadville Tribune | Kevin Hart

First Place – Lancaster Farming | Philip Gruber

Division VII

Second Place – City & State PA | City & State PA Staff

First Place – TheBurg, Harrisburg | Lawrance Binda

Division V

Second Place – TheBurg, Harrisburg | Lawrance Binda
Honorable Mention – TheBurg, Harrisburg | Lawrance Binda

First Place – Bethlehem Press | Paul Willistein
Division VI

Second Place – Chestnut Hill Local, Philadelphia | Carla Robinson, 
Edward Robinson, Len Lear

Honorable Mention – Bethlehem Press | Ed Courrier, 
Nate Jastrzemski, George Taylor

Post-match embrace, Abby Drey
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First Place – Pittsburgh City Paper | Jeff Schreckengost

Graphic/Photo Illustration
Division I

Second Place – The Philadelphia Inquirer | John Duchneskie
Honorable Mention – Pittsburgh Post-Gazette | James Hilston

First Place – Butler Eagle | Austin Uram

Division II

Second Place – Altoona Mirror | Nicholas Anna

Honorable Mention – Altoona Mirror | Nicholas Anna

First Place – Williamsport Sun-Gazette | Tim Wertz

Division III

Second Place – Williamsport Sun-Gazette | Tim Wertz

First Place – The Shenandoah Sentinel | Kaylee Lindenmuth

Division IV

Second Place – Centre Daily Times, State College | Matt DiSanto

First Place – TheBurg, Harrisburg | Rich Hauck

Division V

Second Place – TheBurg, Harrisburg | Rich Hauck

Honorable Mention – TheBurg, Harrisburg | Rich Hauck

First Place – Bethlehem Press | Ed Courrier
Division VI

Second Place – Chestnut Hill Local, Philadelphia | Carla Robinson

First Place – The Philadelphia Inquirer | Jenna Miller

Documentary
Division I

Second Place – The Philadelphia Inquirer | Lauren Schneiderman

First Place – Delaware Currents | Meg McGuire

Division V

First Place – Pittsburgh Post-Gazette | Benjamin B. Braun

News Videos
Division I

Second Place – The Philadelphia Inquirer | Lauren Schneiderman
Honorable Mention – The Philadelphia Inquirer | Jenna Miller

First Place – LehighValleyNews.com | Grace Oddo

Division II

First Place – Williamsport Sun-Gazette | Dave Kennedy

Division III

Second Place – York Daily Record/Sunday News | Paul Kuehnel

Honorable Mention – York Daily Record/Sunday News | 
Dan Rainville

First Place – The York Dispatch | Dawn Sagert
Division IV

Second Place – One United Lancaster | Kyle Gamble

Honorable Mention – Lebanon Daily News | Matthew Toth

First Place – Lancaster Farming | Drew Oberholtzer
Division VII

First Place – New Pittsburgh Courier | Rob Taylor Jr.

Division V

Nailing It, Jeff Schreck

Missed Catch, Abby Drey
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First Place – The Philadelphia Inquirer | Jenna Miller

Features Videos
Division I

Second Place – Pittsburgh Post-Gazette | King Jemison

Honorable Mention – lehighvalleylive.com/The Express-Times, 
Easton | Saed Hindash

First Place – York Daily Record/Sunday News | Paul Kuehnel

Division III

Second Place – Williamsport Sun-Gazette | Dave Kennedy
Honorable Mention – York Daily Record/Sunday News | 
Dan Rainville

First Place – Bucks County Courier Times, Levittown | 
Michele Haddon

Division IV

Second Place – The York Dispatch | Dawn Sagert
Honorable Mention – Lebanon Daily News | Matthew Toth

First Place – Lancaster Farming | Drew Oberholtzer

Division VII

Second Place – Golf Association of Philadelphia | Tony Regina, 
Martin Emeno, Dalton Balthaser, John Iswalt

First Place – New Pittsburgh Courier | Briana White, 
Ryan McCullough, Rob Taylor Jr.

Division V

First Place – Pittsburgh Post-Gazette | Abby Mackey

Podcast
Division I

Second Place – TribLive, Pittsburgh | Tim Benz
Honorable Mention – PennLive/The Patriot-News, Harrisburg | 
Claudia Dimuro

First Place – Butler Eagle | Laura Crago

Division II

Second Place – Butler Eagle | Laura Crago

First Place – The Herald, Sharon | Tanner Mondok

Division III

Second Place – The Daily Item, Sunbury | Rob Inglis, Eric Pehowic

First Place – The Express, Lock Haven | Michaela Fye, 
Laura Jameson, Megan Muthler

Division IV

First Place – Lancaster Farming | Candice Wierzbowski, 
Stephanie Speicher

Division VII

Second Place – Lancaster Farming | Eric Hurlock

First Place – LehighValleyNews.com | Staff 

Division II

Second Place – Altoona Mirror | Michael Boytim, Scott Franco, 
Andy Stine, Dan Isenberg

Honorable Mention – Erie Times-News | Tom Reisenweber

First Place – Williamsport Sun-Gazette | Dave Kennedy

Division III

Second Place – Beaver County Times | Ethan Morrison

First Place – The Philadelphia Inquirer | Gabe Coffey

Sports Videos
Division I

Second Place – The Philadelphia Inquirer | Gabe Coffey

Honorable Mention – PennLive/The Patriot-News, Harrisburg | 
TJ Smith

First Place – The Shenandoah Sentinel | Kaylee Lindenmuth
Division IV

Second Place – Centre Daily Times, State College | Abby Drey

Honorable Mention – The Shenandoah Sentinel | 
Kaylee Lindenmuth

First Place – New Pittsburgh Courier | Ryan McCullough, 
Rob Taylor Jr.

Division V

St Joseph Regional wrestler Jon McGinty has a quiet moment before a 114-pound semifinal match., 
Michael A. Apice
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The Pennsylvania News Leaders Association is a committee of the 

Pennsylvania NewsMedia Association and works closely with the PNA 

Foundation to provide timely training opportunities for students and 

professionals. We also review the rules of the Keystone Media Award 

Contests to ensure their relevancy and recommend possible changes.

Join us in giving back to the journalism community and help 

prepare the next generation of media professionals, staffers and 

co-workers. Individual professional membership is just $35 a year. 

Student memberships are just $10 a year. Freelance journalists are 

encouraged to join PNLA to obtain the member discount when 

entering the Professional Keystone Media Awards Contest.

Collaborate, invigorate and stay connected. 
Become a member of PNLA today!

Visit panewsmedia.org/pnla for more information.



Special Section

First Place – PublicSource, Pittsburgh | Quinn Glabicki, 
Natasha Vicens

Division I

Second Place – The Philadelphia Inquirer | Staff

Honorable Mention – Pittsburgh Post-Gazette | Gretchen McKay, 
Melanie Wass

First Place – Altoona Mirror | Altoona Mirror Staff

Division II

Second Place – The Times-Tribune, Scranton | Staff

Honorable Mention – Observer-Reporter, Washington | Staff

First Place – Williamsport Sun-Gazette | Tim Wertz, Nick Seitzer

Division III

Second Place – The Courier-Express/Tri-County Sunday, DuBois 
| Ben Destefan, Tyler Kolesar, Joy Norwood, Josh Walzak

Honorable Mention – The Courier-Express/Tri-County Sunday, 
DuBois | Ben Destefan, Tyler Kolesar, Joy Norwood, Josh Walzak

First Place – Lancaster Farming | Stan Hough

Division VII

Second Place – Pittsburgh Business Times | Jake Dabkowski

First Place – Chestnut Hill Local, Philadelphia | Carla Robinson

Division VI

Second Place – Bethlehem Press | Scott Pagel

Honorable Mention – The Rocket-Courier, Wyalusing | 
Warren Howeler, Nancy Sharer, Tim Ennis

Excellence in Reporting on Diversity, 
Equity and Inclusion

First Place – The Tribune-Democrat, Johnstown | Dave Sutor

Division II

Second Place – WVIA Public Media | WVIA News Staff

Honorable Mention – Erie Times-News | Kevin Flowers, 
Jennie Geisler, Dana Massing, Ed Palattella

First Place – PennLive/The Patriot-News, Harrisburg | 
PennLive Staff

Division I

Second Place – Pittsburgh Post-Gazette | Hanna Webster
Honorable Mention – The Philadelphia Inquirer | 
Lauren Schneiderman, Jenna Miller

First Place – Standard Speaker, Hazleton | Kent Jackson

Division III

Second Place – York Daily Record/Sunday News | Staff
Honorable Mention – The Mercury, Pottstown | Evan Brandt

First Place – Bucks County Courier Times, Levittown | 
Michele Haddon

Division IV

Second Place – One United Lancaster | Tim Stuldreher

Honorable Mention – The York Dispatch | Dispatch Staff

First Place – Pittsburgh Business Times | Staff
Division VII

Second Place – Philadelphia Gay News | PGN Staff

First Place – New Pittsburgh Courier | Rob Taylor Jr.

Division V

Second Place – TheBurg, Harrisburg | M. Diane McCormick, 
Molly Pavlovich, Maddie Gittens, Stuart Landon

Honorable Mention – TheBurg, Harrisburg | Alex Hayes, 
Maddie Gittens, Jolie Lloyd

First Place – Chestnut Hill Local, Philadelphia | Kristin Holmes, 
Len Lear, Delaney Parks

Division VI

Second Place – Print, Pittsburgh | Ann Belser

Honorable Mention – Bethlehem Press | Tami Quigley, 
Dennis Glew, Jennifer Rago, Lori Patrick

Former supervisor’s home lost, Jimmy May

Crue Keck slides safely under the tag into home plate, Curt Werner
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Join PNA  for our 
Once-in-a-Century Celebration

Join industry leaders, colleagues and friends for an unforgettable evening of inspiration, 

recognition and connection. The festivities include Nancy Lane, CEO emeritus of Local Media 

Association and Local Media Foundation, as our keynote speaker, the induction of 25 PNA Hall of Fame 

honorees and the presentation of other prestigious awards. Secure your seat today and celebrate with us. 

Have a party of eight or more? Contact teresas@pa-news.org to reserve a full table.

4:30 p.m. – Private event for the PNA Hall 

of Fame recipients 

5:30 p.m. – Cocktail reception and PNA 

Foundation auction 

7:00 p.m. – Dinner and program

Nov. 13, 2025 | Hershey Country Club
1000 E. Derry Road, Hershey, PA 17033

To purchase tickets for the gala and reserve an overnight 
room, please visit: 
panewsmedia.org/events/pna-100th-anniversary-gala/


