
2024 Keystone Media Award Contest Winners
Division I - Multi-day Publications (over 50,000 circulation)

Category Name Award Organization Entry Title Credits

Investigative Reporting First Place Pittsburgh Post-Gazette With Every Breath

Michael D. Sallah, Debbie Cenziper 
(ProPublica), Michael Korsh & Evan 
Robinson-Johnson

Investigative Reporting Second Place The Philadelphia Inquirer Crumbling City 
Samantha Melamed, Dylan Purcell, 
Jenna Miller & John Duchneskie

Investigative Reporting
Honorable 
Mention Spotlight PA The Waiting Game Charlotte Keith

Enterprise Reporting First Place
PennLive/The Patriot-News, 
Harrisburg Predator catcher John Luciew

Enterprise Reporting Second Place LNP, Lancaster Home rule: A tale of two cities Jade Campos

Enterprise Reporting
Honorable 
Mention

PennLive/The Patriot-News, 
Harrisburg

Murder or suicide? Pa. parents ask FBI 
for corruption probe in Ellen 
Greenberg's 2011 death case John Luciew

News Beat Reporting First Place Pittsburgh Post-Gazette Public Safety Beat Megan Guza
News Beat Reporting Second Place The Philadelphia Inquirer A year in Philadelphia schools Kristen Graham

News Beat Reporting
Honorable 
Mention

PennLive/The Patriot-News, 
Harrisburg Health Care Beat David Wenner

Breaking News First Place The Philadelphia Inquirer

Months of repairs and travel headaches 
are ahead after an I-95 bridge collapsed 
in a fire. Staff 

Breaking News Second Place
PennLive/The Patriot-News, 
Harrisburg Broad Street Market fire PennLive staff

Breaking News 
Honorable 
Mention The Morning Call, Allentown Shootings leave 2 dead, 6 wounded Jenny Roberts

Ongoing News Coverage First Place Pittsburgh Post-Gazette The synagogue shooting trial Megan Guza & Jordan Anderson

Ongoing News Coverage Second Place
PennLive/The Patriot-News, 
Harrisburg

Racial intimidation in Lower Dauphin 
School District Ivey DeJesus & Joyce Davis

Ongoing News Coverage
Honorable 
Mention Spotlight PA Tracking the Opioid Settlement

Ed Mahon, Kate Giammarise & 
Sarah Boden

News Feature Story First Place The Philadelphia Inquirer Predator in Blue Chris Palmer & Samantha Melamed
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News Feature Story Second Place Spotlight PA High Anxiety Ed Mahon

News Feature Story
Honorable 
Mention

PennLive/The Patriot-News, 
Harrisburg

Pa. is among top 10 states for murder-
suicides, which are increasing nationally Christine Vendel

Business or Consumer Story First Place LNP, Lancaster Bank of Bird-in-Hand Chad Umble

Business or Consumer Story Second Place Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

A Halloween mystery haunts Greene 
County residents where a house 
exploded in 2018 Anya Litvak

Business or Consumer Story
Honorable 
Mention Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

Pa. Liquor Control Board's grip on liquor 
sales faces a new round of resistance Hal B. Klein

Editorial First Place
PennLive/The Patriot-News, 
Harrisburg

Lower Dauphin School Board needs an 
anti-racism plan; What if your 16 year 
old kid got thrown into prison?; The 
best way to honor America's Veterans PennLive editorial board

Editorial Second Place LNP, Lancaster
Why are we all so angry?; A question of 
access; Book fair culture war Suzanne Cassidy

Column First Place
PennLive/The Patriot-News, 
Harrisburg

My advice for 2023 graduates; Mom's 
ashtray is more precious to me than 
gold; What sort of parent or religion 
wants kids to be unkind Nancy Eshelman

Column Second Place LNP, Lancaster

Music League connects friends; 
Remembering radio host Jerry Blavat; 
Reflecting on the magic of live outdoor 
music Jenelle Janci

Column
Honorable 
Mention The Philadelphia Inquirer

MLK Day of Service; Missing homicide 
case file; Violence prevention 
grassroots funding; Gun violence crimes Helen Ubiñas  

Sports Beat Reporting First Place
PennLive/The Patriot-News, 
Harrisburg High School Wrestling Dustin Hockensmith
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Sports Beat Reporting Second Place The Philadelphia Inquirer Philadelphia Eagles Jeff McLane

Sports Beat Reporting
Honorable 
Mention Pittsburgh Post-Gazette College Athletics Noah Hiles

Sports/Outdoor Column First Place LNP, Lancaster
Baseball trivia; Forensic report; College 
football Mike Gross

Sports/Outdoor Column Second Place The Philadelphia Inquirer
P.J. Tucker's top-down; fingers-lost; 
Ukraine-stop; wild ride to the Sixers Marcus Hayes

Sports/Outdoor Column
Honorable 
Mention The Philadelphia Inquirer

The Braves mess around and find out 
the Phillies aren't them David Murphy

Sports Feature First Place The Philadelphia Inquirer

From Phillies icon to 'time traveler': 
Darren Daulton's family believes his 
struggles and cancer were linked to the 
Vet's turf David Gambacorta & Barbara Laker

Sports Feature Second Place LNP, Lancaster Late father's legacy endures John Walk

Sports Feature
Honorable 
Mention The Philadelphia Inquirer

300 and counting: Tracking every home 
run in Bryce Harper's career Scott Lauber

Sports Enterprise First Place The Philadelphia Inquirer Field of Dread Barbara Laker & David Gambacorta

Sports Enterprise Second Place The Philadelphia Inquirer

Mike Jensen spent six months reporting 
on this ever-evolving and important 
issue Mike Jensen

Sports Enterprise
Honorable 
Mention Pittsburgh Post-Gazette Where Yinz Now?

Jason Mackey, Brian Batko, 
Cameron Hoover & Noah Hiles

Sports Breaking News/Event 
Coverage First Place Pittsburgh Post-Gazette The firing of Matt Canada

Gerry Dulac, Brian Batko & Ray 
Fittipaldo

Sports Breaking News/Event 
Coverage Second Place

PennLive/The Patriot-News, 
Harrisburg Steel-High football team wins state title PennLive staff

Sports Breaking News/Event 
Coverage

Honorable 
Mention LNP, Lancaster Rose Bowl Mike Gross

Feature Story First Place
PennLive/The Patriot-News, 
Harrisburg

The Dauphin County coroner's saddest 
case still brings him to tears: Sneak 
peek at Graham Hetrick's book John Luciew
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Feature Story Second Place Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

Something borrowed: Bride wears her 
grandmother's 73-year-old wedding 
dress Anya Sostek

Feature Story
Honorable 
Mention Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

His best friend is battling brain cancer; 
The song he wrote aims to 'make him 
smile and make him forget.' Mary Ann Thomas

Personality Profile First Place Spotlight PA

The inside story of how one man 
remade a small Pa. city while allegedly 
ripping off his neighbors Angela Couloumbis & Min Xian

Personality Profile Second Place LNP, Lancaster 'Lego Master' Dominic Forte Mickayla Miller

Personality Profile
Honorable 
Mention The Morning Call, Allentown

This Bethlehem barber is carrying on a 
three-generation Lindsay Weber

Lifestyle/Entertainment Beat First Place LNP, Lancaster Diversity in the Arts Mickayla Miller
Lifestyle/Entertainment Beat Second Place Pittsburgh Post-Gazette Food Beat Gretchen McKay

Lifestyle/Entertainment Beat
Honorable 
Mention Pittsburgh Post-Gazette Fine Arts Beat Jeremy Reynolds

Breaking News Photo First Place
PennLive/The Patriot-News, 
Harrisburg Fire at Motel 6 Sean Simmers

Breaking News Photo Second Place The Philadelphia Inquirer Gas station fire Steven M. Falk

Breaking News Photo
Honorable 
Mention Pittsburgh Post-Gazette  Never heard bullets like this Benjamin B. Braun

News Event Photo First Place Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

Diana Rockey, wife of Joe Rockey, the 
Republican candidate for Allegheny 
County Executive, listens as her son 
Joseph Jr. introduces his dad Arturo Fernandez

News Event Photo Second Place Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

South Beaver police block Route 
51/Constitution Blvd., as fumes billow 
from the train derailment a few miles 
away in East Palestine, OH Lucy Schaly

News Event Photo
Honorable 
Mention

PennLive/The Patriot-News, 
Harrisburg Close call Sean Simmers
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Feature Photo First Place
PennLive/The Patriot-News, 
Harrisburg Adoption day Dan Gleiter

Feature Photo Second Place
PennLive/The Patriot-News, 
Harrisburg Rick Springfield Sean Simmers

Feature Photo
Honorable 
Mention LNP, Lancaster

Through the Division VIewfinder: Storm 
Clouds Chris Knight

Sports Feature Photo First Place The Philadelphia Inquirer Winning Game 4 Jóse F. Moreno 

Sports Feature Photo Second Place Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

Young Pittsburgh-area soccer players 
inspired by U.S. Women's National 
Team Sebastian Foltz

Sports Feature Photo
Honorable 
Mention

PennLive/The Patriot-News, 
Harrisburg Sliding celebration Sean Simmers

Sports Action Photo First Place LNP, Lancaster Meeting of the Minds Chris Knight
Sports Action Photo Second Place The Philadelphia Inquirer Collision Heather Khalifa

Sports Action Photo
Honorable 
Mention Pittsburgh Post-Gazette It's not good enough Benjamin B. Braun

Photo Story/Essay First Place Pittsburgh Post-Gazette
Four slots, 800 applicants: The 
Pittsburgh Ballet holds open auditions Benjamin B. Braun

Photo Story/Essay Second Place
PennLive/The Patriot-News, 
Harrisburg Predator catcher Joe Hermitt

Photo Story/Essay
Honorable 
Mention The Philadelphia Inquirer

The most popular camera is a cell 
phone Tom Gralish

News Page Design First Place Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

With Every Breath; Death Penalty; PA 
Election Results; A County Full of 
Contrasts; Targeted Data; Wheels 
Turning Melanie Wass

News Page Design Second Place
PennLive/The Patriot-News, 
Harrisburg

State plane; Dauphin County phone 
fees; Prison mail; Tracy Kroh  Patriot-News staff 

News Page Design
Honorable 
Mention Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

The Fall of the Century; Fighting 
Fentanyl; Courage amid crisis; Battle 
rages over tax bills Diane Juravich
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Feature Page Design First Place LNP, Lancaster

Summer reading; Laugh the night away; 
Fun out of the sun; Sharing our culture; 
Future of theater Chris Emlet

Feature Page Design Second Place
PennLive/The Patriot-News, 
Harrisburg

Planning outdoor living space; Weekend 
cover on holiday movies; Halloween 
drinks page; Charity Wish List Patriot-News staff 

Feature Page Design
Honorable 
Mention Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

Lovely Ligonier; Bow for the Holidays; 
Sounds like Tekko; Ay, Caramba!; Basic 
Building Blocks Melanie Wass

Sports Page Design First Place Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

Rare is the Day; Centering up the One; 
The Forgotten Noll; Off the Bat; A team 
in search of its identity; Expectation & 
Anticipation Steve Ziants

Sports Page Design Second Place
PennLive/The Patriot-News, 
Harrisburg Hershey Bears; HS sports; Penn State Kimberly Worner

Sports Page Design
Honorable 
Mention The Philadelphia Inquirer

Eagles vs. Chiefs SuperBowl LVII 
Preview; Collapse; Bryce Harper; Guide 
to the Kentucky Derby Lucas Reasoner

Headline Writing First Place
PennLive/The Patriot-News, 
Harrisburg

Are you a psychopath?; It was like a big 
creature; It has red fur, a bushy tail and 
hasn’t lived in Pa. for more than 100 
years. Brian Linder

Headline Writing Second Place Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

Heartbreakers gonna break; What 
hobbled this year's gobble?; Life in 
plastic -- get past it Isaac Elster

Headline Writing
Honorable 
Mention The Philadelphia Inquirer

Serving cheesesteaks and knuckle 
sandwiches; Shake if off, Trav; A 
farewell to arm Doug Darroch

Graphic/Photo Illustration First Place PublicSource, Pittsburgh

Deselected: My time on the jury pool in 
the Tree of Life shooting showed why 
juries are so homogeneous Andrea Shockling
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Graphic/Photo Illustration Second Place The Philadelphia Inquirer
See how much money your school 
district has for students

Jasen Lo, Kasturi Pananjady & 
Maddie Hanna

Graphic/Photo Illustration
Honorable 
Mention Pittsburgh Post-Gazette Relatives get their say in court James Hilston

Documentary First Place The Philadelphia Inquirer The Battle for 45th Street Jenna Miller & Samantha Melamed

Documentary Second Place Pittsburgh Post-Gazette
Millions of breathing machines, one 
dangerous defect Benjamin Braun

Documentary
Honorable 
Mention

PennLive/The Patriot-News, 
Harrisburg

Should your little kid play football? A 
look at the risks and rewards TJ Smith

News Videos First Place Pittsburgh Post-Gazette
Where Is Home. In the mess, Ms. Steeb 
said her life 'was turned upside down.' Benjamin B. Braun

News Videos Second Place The Philadelphia Inquirer
Center City Philadelphia's only mosque 
seeks a permanent home Jenna Miller

News Videos
Honorable 
Mention LNP, Lancaster Lancaster County's rail safety concerns Tyler Huber

Sports Videos First Place
PennLive/The Patriot-News, 
Harrisburg

'Every kid deserves a father figure': 
Harrisburg HS wrestling coach strives to 
fill that role TJ Smith

Sports Videos Second Place LNP, Lancaster Wheelchair basketball program Tyler Huber

Sports Videos
Honorable 
Mention The Philadelphia Inquirer

Top scorer: How Maddy Siegrist 
cemented her spot in Division VIllanova 
history Margot Reed

Features Videos First Place LNP, Lancaster
Cards and gifts lifts spirits for Strasburg 
woman who has cerebral palsy Tyler Huber

Features Videos Second Place
PennLive/The Patriot-News, 
Harrisburg

Trailblazers and trendsetters: A new 
generation of Black leaders work to 
inspire change TJ Smith

Features Videos
Honorable 
Mention The Philadelphia Inquirer Laborers who make Philadelphia run Jóse F. Moreno 
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Podcast First Place PublicSource, Pittsburgh
From the Source, Season 4: Youth 
Voices Unleashed Jourdan Hicks & Liz Reid

Podcast Second Place
PennLive/The Patriot-News, 
Harrisburg PA High School football report

Brian Linder, Dan Sostek, Megan 
Heaton & Eric Epler

Podcast
Honorable 
Mention Technical.ly, Philadelphia

Thriving: Pathways to financial freedom 
in Philadelphia - and what stands in the 
way

Nichole Currie, John Myers, Alex 
Lewis & Julie Zeglen

Special Section First Place
PennLive/The Patriot-News, 
Harrisburg

Penn State & high school football 
preview sections PennLive staff

Special Section Second Place Pittsburgh Post-Gazette Women's Health Guide Post-Gazette Health Team 

Excellence in Reporting on 
Diversity- Equity and Inclusion First Place Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

A Western Pennsylvania library posted a 
children's drag queen book; A Beaver 
County school district is weighing a 
pronouns; Western Pa. schools are 
seeing more students act; Inside the AP 
African American Studies class; Geneva 
College women's soccer coach Megan Tomasic

Excellence in Reporting on 
Diversity- Equity and Inclusion Second Place PublicSource, Pittsburgh Beechview Points of Pride PublicSource Staff 

Excellence in Reporting on 
Diversity- Equity and Inclusion

Honorable 
Mention

PennLive/The Patriot-News, 
Harrisburg

Trailblazers and trendsetters: A new 
generation of Black leaders work to 
inspire change; Every kid deserves a 
father figure; Stylist for Kevin Durant, 
James Harden turns love of basketball, 
fashion into a career; Should your little 
kid play football? TJ Smith
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