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"It's been a busy couple 
of weeks," said Kimberley 
Frey, Elk County Director 
of Elections, "Normally 
we have about 300 re-
quests for mail-in ballots, 
As of today (Tuesday) we 
now stand at 3,213."

Elk County switched 
last year to a majority 
Republican electorate af-
ter generations as a Dem-
ocratic stronghold. As of 
Tuesday, there were 9,314 
Republicans registered vs 
7,755 Democrats.  In to-
tal there are 17,314 reg-
istered voters eligible for 
the primary election on 
June 2 in Elk County, 
with 1,816 votes already 
returned in the Governor 
Wolf pushed initiative for 
mail-in voting. Elk Coun-
ty transitions to the 
green phase of the CO-
VID-19 reopening on May 
29, and unlike some areas 
all of Elk County's polling 
places will be open from 7 
a.m. until 8 p.m. 

"Our poll workers will 
be provided with alcohol 

wipes to wipes for tables, 
chairs, doorknobs, what-
ever they feel they'll be 
cleaning throughout the 
day," said Frey, "We will 
be following guidelines 
laid out by the Centers 
for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC), with 
workers wiping down vot-

ing machines frequently, 
keeping the location clean 
and having supplies on 
hand for voters after they 
cast their ballot." "We are 
asking that voters bring 
their own pens to sign the 
voting register with," said 
Frey, "As an added level 

Ridgway Manufacturing Facility
1149 Rocky Rd. Ridgway, PA 15853

Phone: 776-1141
Th ank You To All Front Line Workers 

Protecting Our Community!

The everyday heroes throughout our community

Photo by Brian D. Stockman
Employees at the Sheetz in Ridgway.

Photo by Brian D. Stockman
Some of the members of the Ridgway Ambulance company prac-
ticing social distancing on North Broad Street. 

Is there a more em-
blematic image during 
this pandemic than the 
hardworking employees 
at the Sheetz, Ridgway 
location? They have nev-
er closed, reacted to the 
crisis early, and perform 
their jobs with grace, hu-
mility, and a smile. 

Henry David Thoreau 
said that “most men lead 
lives of quiet despera-
tion.” I prefer to take a 
different view. I believe 
most men and women 
lead lives of quiet hero-
ism. I am seeing it ev-

ery day, and it shows the 
character of the people 
we encounter in our work 
and in our communities.

There is an overwhelm-
ing commitment for peo-
ple to just do their part, 
and this commitment 
leads them to do more in 
unprecedented circum-
stances. Certainly and 
justifi ably, we applaud 
those in healthcare and 
our fi rst responders. They 
are seeing the tragic and 
heartbreaking impact of 
this pandemic each day. 
Like those on the front-
line of a war, which this 

By Brian D. Stockman
Staff Writer

SEE HEROES ON PAGE 2

Photo by Brian D. Stockman
The Elk County Republican Party met on Tuesday evening at the Big Trout Inn in Weedville. 
Practicing Social Distancing and keeping a proper distance between those who do not live 
together the meeting introduced some candidates or their proxy's to the assembled group. In 
one decision arrived at the group voted to have the annual summer picnic on August 22, one 
week before the Republican National Convention at the Big Trout Inn. As with everything in the 
age of the COVID-19 lockdown this is subject to change. The Republican Party also encour-
ages everyone to turn out to vote next Tuesday or use their requested mail-in ballot. A remind-
er that if you requested a mail-in ballot, and received one from the Elk County Elections office, 
you will not be able to vote in person on election day. 

Elk Co. Republicans hold first meeting since COVID One week to go before Elk 
County Primary Election
By Brian D. Stockman
Staff Writer

Photo by Brian D. Stockman
Elections Director Kimberly Frey (right) and Deputy 
Elections Director Sue Milliard are preparing for the 
upcoming election on June 2, with Tuesday being the last 
day to register for a mail-in ballot.

SEE ELECTION ON PAGE 4
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Keystone Rural Health Consortia, Inc.

Frontline 
Workers
Frontline 
Workers

Thank you to all our 
Healthcare Heroes, 
for your dedication!

Thank you to all our 
Healthcare Heroes, 
for your dedication!

The mission of Keystone Rural Health Consortia, Inc. is to 
provide quality, affordable, accessible and comprehensive 

health services to the communities we serve.

KRISTIE BENNARDI, CEO   kriben@keystoneruralhealth.com

is and what they are wit-
nessing and experienc-
ing may even lead to the 
PTSD suffered by soldiers 
returned from the battle-
fi eld. We hear the stories 
of many people on their 
deathbed without the op-
portunity to see, touch, 
and be with their most 
loved ones. This is dev-
astating for healthcare 
workers and families.

Beyond the fi rst re-
sponders and the health-
care workers, there are 
the rest of us. At the very 
least, some people are 
doing their part by stay-
ing at home and learning 
how to accomplish their 
jobs in a new work envi-
ronment. They still have 
all the things that have 
always given them pur-
pose in their work. Oth-
ers may have an entirely 
new challenge, as work 
and family and education 
must now exist in the 
same space.

Others are far less for-
tunate. They have suf-
fered a loss of income and 
security. They may have 
more doubts about the fu-
ture than they’ve ever ex-
perienced before. We are 
all impacted by this new 
reality that COVID-19 
has brought to our door-

steps. But as we make 
our trips out for work, 
groceries, prescription, 
food pick-up, and other 
necessities some employ-
ees have never stopped 
working. Designated as 
essential employees, this 
includes the Healthcare 
workers, Police, and the 
Doctors but also applies 
to the pizza delivery driv-
ers, the grocery store 
clerks, and our Postal 
Workers. 

Elk County has been 
spared from the tragic 
loss of life we are see-
ing in other areas of the 
country and world. Since 
the Shutdown in early 
March cases have been 
low in the region, with 
only one death reported 
in the County. While the 
vast majority of resi-
dents have adhered to 
the 'stay at home' orders 
the heroes in our commu-
nity continue their jobs so 
the rest of us can stay at 
home. Here are some pho-
tographs were taken over 
the past few months that 
highlight our everyday 
heroes. (Note that those 
photos without masks 
are adhering to social 
distancing rules or taken 
before the masks became 
mandatory,)

HEROES
FROM PAGE 1

Photo by Brian D. Stockman
Members of the RASD faculty delivering caps, gowns and posters 
to the RHS seniors.

Photo by Brian D. Stockman
Restaurant Workers that have kept the community fed during the 
crisis, like Paesanos II in Ridgway that even baked fresh bread in 
loaf form when supplies were short at the grocery store.

Photo by Brian D. Stockman
Tom Fitch of the Summit Lodge and Grill has kept his business 
open during the pandemic for food and lodging for workers, not 
from the Region., and Steve Cleveland of Elk County Foods that 
has kept the Ridgway and Johnsonburg stores operating, and 
stocked throughout the crisis. Cleveland was also the first retailer 
in the area to install the clear protective barriers between cashiers 
and customers.

Photo by Brian D. Stockman
Employees at the Ridgway Post Office have kept the mail service 
delivering much-needed supplies to local families.

Photo by Brian D. Stockman
Local officials, shown here the Johnsonburg Borough Council, have had to adapt to the crisis with video conferencing meetings to 
continue to make sure the government remains open to provide services to residents.

Photo by Brian D. Stockman
 Grace and Natalie Elias and their mom Caroline have made and 
donated over 3,000 masks to nursing homes, and hospitals in 
Kane, St. Marys, and DuBois during the COVID-19 crisis.

Photo by Brian D. Stockman
Volunteers at the Helping Hands food pantry in Johnsonburg 
have managed two drive-through distributions of groceries during 
the COVID-19 crisis.
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144 North Broad St.
776-2189

www.ridgwayfoxspizza.com

Ridgway 
Fox’s Pizza

To all essential and front line 
workers, especially our employee’s 

that continue working with us!

Thank You!!

Luchs Tree Service
Joseph L Luchs

Owner & Operator

(814) 335-7372

• Affordable Prices
• Free Estimates
• Fully Insured
• Logging
• Stump Grinding
• Landscaping Available

Climbing Specialist

Over 20 Years Experience

(814) 772-8715

Thank You Front Line Workers For 
Your Service and Dedication!

Photo by Brian D. Stockman
The amazing collaboration between The Royal Inn and Fox's
Pizza Den in Ridgway helped to deliver over 600 meals to fami-
lies on Mother's Day. 

Photo by Brian D. Stockman
The staff at Elk County Foods that has insured a remote shopping 
program for those in the community at risk that includes delivery 
directly to their car in the parking lot.

Photo by Brian D. Stockman
The staff at Cliffe's in Ridgway along with other local pharmacies 
work every day to provide the medications that our communities 
rely on.

Photo by Brian D. Stockman
The RASD cafeteria workers continue to provide hundreds of 
bagged breakfasts and lunches to students through a pick-up
system each week.

Photo by Brian D. Stockman
The Ridgway Faith Community that continues to offer services by 
broadcasting mass on holidays and Sundays.

Photo by Brian D. Stockman
Employees at the Ridgway Post Office have kept the mail service delivering much-needed supplies 
to local families.

Photo by Brian D. Stockman
The Deputies at the Elk County Courthouse continue on their jobs because the court continues to 
function even in the COVID-19 shutdown.

Photo by Brian D. Stockman
Adam and Vili Azzato have brought a smile to the face of many residents during the shutdown with 
their always tasty roaming food truck "Anytime-Lunchtime".
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US closes probes into 3 
senators over their stock trades

WASHINGTON (AP) 
— The Justice Depart-
ment has closed investi-
gations into stock trading 
by Sens. Dianne Feinstein 
of California, Kelly Loef-
fl er of Georgia and Jim 
Inhofe of Oklahoma, ac-
cording to people familiar 
with notifi cations sent to 
the senators. The senators 
came under scrutiny for 
transactions made in the 
weeks before the corona-
virus sent markets down-
hill.

The developments in-
dicate that federal law 
enforcement offi cials are 
narrowing their focus in 
the stock investigation to 
Sen. Richard Burr, R-N.C, 
the former Senate Intel-
ligence Committee chair-
man. Agents showed up 
at his Washington-area 
home about two weeks ago 
with a warrant to search 
his cellphone.

Senate records show 
that Burr and his wife 
sold between roughly 
$600,000 and $1.7 million 
in more than 30 transac-
tions in late January and 
mid-February, just before 
the market began to dive 
and government health 
offi cials began to sound 
alarms about the virus. 
Burr has denied any 
wrongdoing.

Loeffl er, Inhofe and 
Feinstein were notifi ed 
Tuesday that they are no 
longer under investiga-
tion, according to three 
people familiar with the 
contacts but not autho-
rized to speak about them. 
A spokesman for Loeffl er, 
who is in a competitive 
reelection race, said in a 
statement that the Justice 
Department's decision "af-
fi rms what Senator Loef-
fl er has said all along – 

she did nothing wrong.”
The spokesman, Ste-

phen Lawson, said that 
scrutiny of the trades was 

a “politically motivated 
attack” by her political 
opponents and the news 
media. 

Cookie time

©2020 by King Features Syndicate Inc.

All-Time Favorite Recipes.” To get a 
copy, visit www.Heloise.com or send $5 
along with a long, self-addressed, 
stamped (70 cents) envelope to: Helo-
ise/Recipes P.O. Box 795001, San Anto-
nio, TX 78279-5001. 

FYI: If you want to cut calories, 
spread the Olive Nut recipe on large let-
tuce leaves instead of crackers or bread. 
— Heloise

NOT SO CRUMBY
Dear Heloise: When a recipe calls for 

breadcrumbs as a binding agent, such as 
in crab cakes, I use instant mashed pota-
toes. The instant mashed potatoes work 
a little better than breadcrumbs to hold 
all the ingredients together and allow 
me to form perfectly shaped round pat-
ties. It also gives a richer taste to the 
food. — Janet in Virginia

NO MESS TACOS
Dear Heloise: While watching sports 

together, my husband and two sons 
often request that I make tacos for them. 
I always hated the mess that was left 
when they took the first bite and the taco 
shell broke. 

 Now I put a lettuce leaf in first, then 
add all the other toppings onto the let-
tuce leaf. If the taco shell breaks, and it 
usually does, the toppings still rest on 
the lettuce leaf instead of their shirts or 
the rug! — Lupe in Texas

WEBSITE
Dear Readers: Have you visited our 

beautiful NEW website? I think you’ll 
enjoy what we have put together for you 
at www.Heloise.com. You’ll find more 
hints, recipes, advice and much more! 
— Heloise

 Dear Heloise: With my children 
home all day, I’ve done more baking 
than usual. Since my kids are very 
young, they enjoy helping, so I let them 
decorate sugar cookies. I just measure 
out about 2 or 3 tablespoons of white 
sugar in a small bowl, add a few drops 
of food coloring and keep stirring until 
all the sugar is colored. Cookies deco-
rated by my kids may not look appetiz-
ing, but it keeps them busy for a time, 
and I love that they are learning to help 
in the kitchen. — Vivian in Maine

SANDWICH SPREAD
Dear Heloise: I’m trying to find dif-

ferent recipes to serve my family, and I 
remember having made your Olive Nut 
Dip. Everyone loved it, but now I can’t 
find the recipe. Would you reprint it so 
my family and I can enjoy it during one 
of our movie marathon evenings? — 
Glenda in Utah

 Glenda, this is an all-time favorite of 
mine, so here it is! You’ll need:

8 ounces cream cheese softened
1/2 cup real mayonnaise
1/2 cup pecans, chopped
1 cup sliced salad olives (the jar will 

say “salad olives”)
2 tablespoons juice from the olive jar
Dash of pepper, but NO SALT
Some people like a little dash of hot 

sauce, but this is optional.
Mix all of the ingredients well and 

refrigerate for an hour or so. If you need 
a larger batch, just double the amounts 
listed. 

 To get this and several other delicious 
recipes your family and friends will 
enjoy, order my pamphlet “Heloise’s 

Try one of our famous Waygu Burgers or Trail Burgers
OPEN DAILY 

Call or Follow us on Facebook

Here’s How It Works:  
Sudoku puzzles are forma  ed as a 
9x9 grid, broken down into nine 3x3 
boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 
1 through 9 must  ll each row, column 
and box. Each number can appear only 
once in each row, column and box. 
You can  gure out the order in which 
the numbers will appear by using the 
numeric clues already provided in the 
boxes. The more numbers you name, 
the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

su do ku
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Sun and MoonAlmanac

Temperature

Precipitation

The Region

Erie

Meadville

Oil City

Butler

Clearfi eld

State
College

Lock
Haven

Coudersport

Port
Allegany

Olean
Jamestown

Bradford

Warren

Kane 
St. Marys

Ridgway

Reynoldsville

Punxsutawney

Hornell

Wellsville

Shown is today’s weather. Temperatures are today’s highs and tonight’s lows.

Partly sunny, warm 
and humid

A shower and 
t-storm around

Warm with 
increasing clouds

A shower and 
t-storm around

79 76
6564 77

55

Statistics for Monday

High/low  .............................  85/60
Normal high/low  ................  70/48
Last year high/low  ..............  82/55

Monday  ...............................  0.00”
Month to date  .....................  2.78”
Normal month to date  ........  3.41”
Year to date  .......................  18.19”
Normal year to date  ..........  15.74”

Sunrise today  ................. 5:46 a.m.
Sunset today  .................  8:38 p.m.
Moonrise today  ............. 9:58 a.m.
Moonset today  ............ 12:28 a.m.
Sunrise tomorrow  .......... 5:46 a.m.
Sunset tomorrow  ..........  8:39 p.m.

First

May 29

Full

Jun 5

Last

Jun 13

New

Jun 21

81/67

83/66

82/65

82/64

79/65

78/66

78/66

78/62

79/62

82/64
81/64

80/62

83/64

79/63
79/64

79/64

80/64

80/65

83/65

80/64

Forecasts and graphics provided by AccuWeather, Inc. ©2020

Clearfield County reports three new cases of COVID-19
The total number of 

cases of COVID-19 cas-
es statewide increased 
to 68,637 on Tuesday, 
according to the Penn-
sylvania Department 
of Health. There have 
also now been 5,152 con-
firmed deaths due to the 
virus.

Additionally, 339,835 
tests statewide have 
been negative.

The number of new 

cases being reported dai-
ly continues to decrease, 
with only 451 being add-
ed to the statewide total 
on Tuesday.

Only one county in 
our immediate area re-
ported an increase, with 
Clearfield County’s to-
tal going from 34 to 37. 
The Clearfield zip code 
of 16830 has had six con-
firmed case of COVID-19. 
Multiple other zip codes 
within the county show 
redacted numbers, mean-
ing the total is between 

one and four, for positive 
and/or probable cases of 
the virus. The DuBois 
zip code of 15801 shows a 
redacted number of posi-
tive cases along with six 
probable cases.

In terms of other near-
by counties, Cameron 
County has had two cas-
es of COVID-19, Warren 
County has had three, 
Potter County has had 
four, Elk County has had 
six, Jefferson and For-
est Counties have each 
had seven, and McKean 

County has had 12.
Philadelphia County 

continues to lead the 
state with 17,597 to-
tal cases. Montgomery 
County is second with 
6,598, and Delaware 
County is third with 
6,243.

Updates are pro-
vided daily by the 
Pennsylvania Depart-
ment of Health and ad-
ditional information is 
available on the Depart-
ment of Health’s website.

By Becky Polaski
Staff Writer

of protection."
Frey isn't anticipating 

the need for extra poll 
workers, but she added 
that they will be vigilant 
with cleanliness. She 
says voters should feel 
confi dent voting in person 
If you have requested a 
mail-in ballot you must 
return it by June 2 at 8 
p.m. to the Elk County 
Elections Offi ce, either by 
mail or in person.  They 
will have a drop-off loca-
tion at the Main Entrance 
of the Elk County Court-
house Annex on June 2 
for those who do not think 
they can be mailed in time. 

As a reminder if you have 
requested a mail-in bal-
lot you can not go to your 
normal polling location on 
the day of the election and 
expect to vote even if you 
did not send it in. If you 
did not return your ballot 
or lost it, you will have to 
vote on a provisional bal-
lot that will be inspected 
by the Elk County Board 
Of Elections before being 
entered. 

Elk County is actu-
ally a bellwether county 
for those who keep track 
of General Elections, 
not just in the state, but 
throughout the Country. 

A county-by-county re-
view of vote counts for 
the past 22 presidential 
elections, stretching back 
to FDR’s fi rst victory in 
1932,  showed that voters 
in Elk County sided with 
the winner 19 times, The 
best record in the state. 
The average among Penn-
sylvania counties is 13. In 
the age of COVID-19 Frey 
says this election, both 
the primary and the gen-
eral is "going to be inter-
esting."

All of the voting ma-
chines have been pro-
grammed by Frey and her 
Deputy Sue Millard at the 

Elk County Courthouse 
Annex. Besides loading 
up the choices for the pri-
mary on June 2, they are 
also cleaning and steril-
izing that machines be-
fore they secure them for 
transport to the Poling 
locations all across the 
county. 

The CDC is encourag-
ing early voting, to avoid 
peak voting times, and 
even as Elk County will 
be in the Green Phase fa-
cial coverings are still be-
ing encouraged. 

ELECTION
FROM PAGE 1

Coroner: boy, 1, dies after crash 
killed mother, grandmother

GETTYSBURG (AP) 
— A toddler died a day 
after a Memorial Day 
weekend crash in central 
Pennsylvania that 
killed his mother and 
grandmother, authorities 
said.

Adams County Coro-
ner Patricia Felix said 
Tuesday that 1-year-old 
Hudson Dutterer died 
Sunday night at Penn 
Sate Hershey Medical 
Center.

State police said the 
three were in a car 
heading north when it 
was hit by a westbound 
truck at an intersection 
in Union Township just 
before 5:30 p.m. Satur-

day.
Police said 68-year-

old Carole Dutterer and 
Carly Dutterer were 
pronounced dead at the 
scene.

The cause of the crash 
remains under investiga-
tion.

The York Daily Record 
reports that a GoFund-
Me page set up to help 
with memorials for the 
family says Carole 
Dutterer was a retired 
teacher and coach from 
Littlestown High School, 
her daughter was “a 
devoted friend to many” 
and her son was “the 
brightest happiest little 
boy."
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Today is Wednesday, May 27, the 
148th day of 2020. There are 218 days 
left in the year.

Today's Highlight in History:
On May 27, 1935, the U.S. Supreme 

Court, in Schechter Poultry Corp. v. 
United States, unanimously struck down 
the National Industrial Recovery Act, 
a key component of President Franklin 
D. Roosevelt's "New Deal" legislative 
program.

On this date:
In 1199, King John of England was 

crowned in Westminster Abbey nearly 
two months after the death of his brother, 
Richard I ("The Lion-Hearted").

In 1861, Chief Justice Roger Taney, 
sitting as a federal circuit court judge in 
Baltimore, ruled that President Abraham 
Lincoln lacked the authority to suspend 
the writ of habeas corpus (Lincoln 
disregarded the ruling).

In 1896, 255 people were killed when 
a tornado struck St. Louis, Missouri, and 
East St. Louis, Illinois.

In 1912, golf legend Sam Snead 
was born in Ashwood, Va. Author John 
Cheever was born in Quincy, Mass.

In 1933, the Chicago World's Fair, 
celebrating "A Century of Progress," 
offi cially opened. Walt Disney's Academy 
Award-winning animated short "The 
Three Little Pigs" was fi rst released.

In 1941, the British Royal Navy sank 
the German battleship Bismarck off 
France with a loss of some 2,000 lives, 
three days after the Bismarck sank the 
HMS Hood with the loss of more than 
1,400 lives. Amid rising world tensions, 
President Franklin D. Roosevelt 
proclaimed an "unlimited national 
emergency" during a radio address from 
the White House.

In 1942, Doris "Dorie" Miller, a cook 
aboard the USS West Virginia, became 
the fi rst African-American to receive the 
Navy Cross for displaying "extraordinary 
courage and disregard for his own 
personal safety" during Japan's attack on 
Pearl Harbor.

In 1968, the U.S. Supreme Court, 
in United States v. O'Brien, upheld 
the conviction of David O'Brien for 
destroying his draft card outside a Boston 

courthouse, ruling that the act was not 
protected by freedom of speech.

In 1993, fi ve people were killed in 
a bombing at the Uffi zi museum of art 
in Florence, Italy; some three dozen 
paintings were ruined or damaged.

In 1994, Nobel Prize-winning 
author Alexander Solzhenitsyn returned 
to Russia to the emotional cheers of 
thousands after spending two decades in 
exile.

In 1995, actor Christopher Reeve 
was left paralyzed when he was thrown 
from his horse during a jumping event in 
Charlottesville, Virginia.

In 1998, Michael Fortier (FOR'-tee-
ur), the government's star witness in 
the Oklahoma City bombing case, was 
sentenced to 12 years in prison after 
apologizing for not warning anyone about 
the deadly plot. (Fortier was freed in 
January 2006.)

Ten years ago: On the defensive 
more than fi ve weeks into the nation's 
worst-ever oil spill, President Barack 
Obama insisted his administration, 
not oil giant BP, was calling the shots 
in the still-unsuccessful response. The 
Senate Armed Services Committee and 
the full House approved measures to 
repeal the 1993 "don't ask, don't tell" 
law that allowed gay people to serve in 
the armed services provided they hid 
their sexual orientation. Activist Lori 
Berenson walked out of a prison in Peru 
after serving three-quarters of a 20-year 
term for aiding leftist rebels. (Under her 
parole, Berenson had to remain in Peru 
until December, 2015; she then returned 
to New York.)

Five years ago: The U.S. government 
launched an attack on what it called 
deep-seated and brazen corruption in 
soccer's global governing body, FIFA, 
indicting 14 infl uential fi gures on 
charges of racketeering and taking 
bribes. Former Pennsylvania Senator 
Rick Santorum, an aggressive advocate 
for conservative family values, launched 
a 2016 Republican White House bid. 
Nebraska's Legislature abolished the 
death penalty over the objections of Gov. 
Pete Ricketts, a Republican supporter of 
capital punishment.

One year ago: Meeting in Japan with 
Prime Minister Shinzo Abe, President 
Donald Trump said he was “personally 
not” bothered by North Korea’s recent 
short-range missile tests, which had 
rattled Japan. Forty inmates were killed 
in riots at three prisons in Manaus in 
northern Brazil, a day after 15 inmates 
died during fi ghting among prisoners at 
a fourth prison in the same city. Former 
baseball All-Star and batting champion 
Bill Buckner died at the age of 69; he had 
become best known for allowing a ground 
ball to roll through his legs in the 1986 
World Series, won by the New York Mets 
over Buckner’s Boston Red Sox.

Today's Birthdays: Former Secretary 
of State Henry Kissinger is 97. Former FBI 
Director William Sessions is 90. Author 
John Barth is 90. Actress Lee Meriwether 
is 85. Musician Ramsey Lewis is 85. 
Actor Louis Gossett Jr. is 84. Rhythm 
and blues singer Raymond Sanders (The 
Persuasions) is 81. Actor Bruce Weitz 
is 77. Former Sen. Christopher Dodd 
(D-Conn.) is 76. Singer Bruce Cockburn 
(KOH'-burn) is 75. South Carolina Gov. 
Henry McMaster is 73. Singer-actress 
Dee Dee Bridgewater is 70. Actor Richard 
Schiff is 65. Singer Siouxsie Sioux (The 
Creatures, Siouxsie and the Banshees) is 
63. Rock singer-musician Neil Finn (The 
Finn Brothers) is 62. Actress Peri Gilpin is 
59. Actress Cathy Silvers is 59. Comedian 
Adam Carolla is 56. Actor Todd Bridges is 
55. Rock musician Sean Kinney (Alice In 
Chains) is 54. Actor Dondre Whitfi eld is 
51. Actor Paul Bettany is 49. Rock singer-
musician Brian Desveaux (Nine Days) 
is 49. Country singer Jace Everett is 48. 
Actor Jack McBrayer is 47. Rapper Andre 
3000 (Outkast) is 45. Rapper Jadakiss is 
45. TV chef Jamie Oliver is 45. Alt-country 
singer-songwriter Shane Nicholson is 44. 
Actor Ben Feldman is 40. Actor Michael 
Steger is 40. Actor Darin Brooks is 36. 
Actor-singer Chris Colfer is 30. Actor 
Ethan Dampf is 26. Actress Desiree Ross 
(TV: "Greenleaf") is 21.

Thought for Today: "Great wisdom is 
generous; petty wisdom is contentious. 
Great speech is impassioned, small speech 
cantankerous." — Chuang-Tzu, Chinese 
essayist (c.369-c.286 B.C.)

Americans may be willing to pay $5 trillion to stop 
the spread of the coronavirus and save lives

On March 24, President Donald 
Trump said he wanted the country 
and the economy "opened up and just 
raring to go by Easter."

Easter came and went. And Trump 
was mocked for being aspirational 
and unrealistic. Yet, with Ascension 
Thursday at hand, 40 days after Eas-
ter, the president seems to have been 
ahead of his time.

The country, as a whole, is, and 
has been, opening up. Sunday's New 
York Times reports that, for weeks 
now, more than two-thirds of the 
states have been relaxing restrictions 
as Trump had urged.

The reasons: weariness with the 
lockdown and sheltering in place, a 
growing belief that the worst of the 
pandemic is behind us and undeniably 
positive news from several fronts in 
the coronavirus war.

"New Cases in U.S. Slow," ran The 
New York Times top headline Sunday, 
adding the cautionary warning, "Pos-
ing Risks of Complacency."

The facts suggest a positive trend. 
The number of newly confirmed coro-
navirus cases in the U.S. has been 
dropping for a month. The number of 
deaths has fallen from 2,200 a day in 
April to closer to 1,400 a day in mid-
May. Several days last week recorded 
fewer than 1,000 deaths, an awful toll 
but a clear improvement over April.

As of Friday, the rate of new cases 
of the coronavirus was declining in 19 
states and rising in only three. New 
Orleans and Detroit have seen sharp 
drops. The number of new cases in 
New York, Massachusetts and Rhode 
Island has dropped. New cases in Cass 
County, Indiana, and Sioux Falls, 
South Dakota, where meatpacking 
plants had seen outbreaks, have de-
clined.

"On eight of the past nine days," 
said the Times, "there have been few-
er deaths announced than there were 
seven days prior, indicating that the 
virus toll appears to be easing. More 
than half of the 24 counties that have 
recorded the most coronavirus deaths, 
including Oakland County, Mich., and 
Hartford County, Conn., are seeing 
sustained declines."

Still, the thrust of the Times arti-
cle was about the new crisis we will be 
courting, should we try to resume nor-
mal activities too soon. Do that, says 
the Times, and we could easily forfeit 
all the progress we have made.

Message: Social distancing, shel-

tering in place, wearing masks, work-
ing at home — the practices that broke 
the back of the pandemic — should be 
sustained for those able to do so.

Clearly, the opening in many 
states has been driven by popular 
protest and public demand. Crowds 
have ignored social distancing to dem-
onstrate for an end to the shutdown. 
Protesters have refused to wear masks 
and engaged in the time-honored prac-
tice since the '60s of civil defiance and 
disobedience.

The protesters seem to be saying: 
We deplore the losses and know the 
risks, but we cannot live our lives be-
hind closed doors in our homes until 
the elites tell us, as though we were 
children, when we may go out in the 
yard.

Hence, the next question we are 
all likely to confront:

If there is a sudden resurgence of 
the coronavirus, a second wave, and 
the media elite and blue state gover-
nors demand a new shutdown, a new 
closure of beaches, parks, shops, res-
taurants and churches, will the people 
of this republic comply with those de-

mands or defy them?
Will the nation answer back to the 

elites: We did that. We sheltered in 
place. We wore the masks. We socially 
distanced. We stayed in our homes. 
We stayed home from work. We have 
done all we were told to do to contain 
the virus. But, now, with the shut-
down having put 36 million Americans 
on unemployment and sunk our GDP 
to Depression-era levels, we're going 
back to work.

The political divide has already 
begun to appear.

Among those making the case for 
ending the shutdown and reopen-
ing the country and economy will be 
Trump, red state governors like Ron 
DeSantis in Florida and Brian Kemp 
in Georgia, conservatives in Congress 
and populists.

The proponents of a second shut-
down will be liberal governors and 
mayors, the mainstream media and 
the Nancy Pelosi wing of Congress.

It should not go unmentioned that 
the latter's political interests are 
best served the longer the shutdown 
endures and the worse the economic 

situation on Nov. 3. If the economy 
has failed to begin a robust recovery 
by fall, the greater the odds that Joe 
Biden wins the White House.

Yet, even if the pandemic returns 
in the fall, the establishment cannot 
keep the country closed indefinitely.

Prediction: If the people conclude 
they have done all they can do to miti-
gate the suffering from a virus they 
cannot eradicate, they will resist the 
imposition of another shutdown, and 
the establishment will have neither 
the will nor ability to push them back 
into their homes.

Ultimately, the people will decide 
when this shutdown ends, and when a 
plurality so concludes, the elites will 
be swept aside.

-
Patrick J. Buchanan is the author 

of "Nixon's White House Wars: The 
Battles That Made and Broke a Presi-
dent and Divided America Forever." To 
find out more about Patrick Buchanan 
and read features by other Creators 
writers and cartoonists, visit the Cre-
ators website at www.creators.com.

Will Americans Submit to a Second Lockdown?

(THE CONVERSATION) The Re-
search Brief is a short take about in-
teresting academic work.

The big idea
A new analysis suggests Ameri-

cans are willing to pay about US$5 
trillion to stop the spread of COV-
ID-19 and save as many lives as possi-
ble – dwarfing the $3 trillion Congress 
has so far agreed to spend to support 
the U.S. economy and its workers. To 
get to that figure, we calculated the 
implicit value of public intervention 
measures like social distancing and 
statewide lockdowns – meant to pre-
vent people from catching COVID-19 
and possibly dying – by estimating 
how much people are willing to pay to 
have them implemented.

We conclude – based on modeling 
the spread of the disease and examin-
ing epidemiological and economic data 
– that the average person is essential-

ly willing to pay $15,000 to reduce the 
rates of infection through social dis-
tancing, shelter-in-place and other in-
terventions. We then multiplied that 
by the population of the U.S. to get an 
aggregate figure.

Why it matters
Health officials tend to argue that 

strong social distancing measures 
should remain in place for a prolonged 
period of time, while others want the 
restrictions lifted immediately. Econo-
mists frequently calculate what people 
are willing to pay to find an answer to 
questions like these. The U.S. Depart-
ment of Transportation, for example, 
uses an estimate of $28,800 per injury 
avoided for minor injuries and $9.6 
million per life saved for interven-
tions that reduce fatality risks – such 
as building a new highway or adding 
a train line.

Clearly, it would not be reasonable 
to wait to ease the restrictions until 
the fatality rate of COVID-19 falls to 
zero. We accept deaths arising from 
the seasonal flu and deaths that could 

be avoided by allocating more resourc-
es to medical research, and we readily 
accept potentially deadly hazards in 
our daily activities, like when we get 
in a car. The key is to find the right 
balance, as we often do with other 
risks, ensuring that the costs of the 
measures adopted do not exceed the 
benefits.

Our research shows that, in the ag-
gregate, the benefits in terms of lives 
saved and morbidity avoided can well 
justify the enormous economic costs 
brought by social distancing mea-
sures. An important caveat, however, 
is that since most of the benefits of 
these measures accrue to a relatively 
small group of highly vulnerable indi-
viduals – while the cost burden fall on 
the entire population – not everybody 
may willingly accept those measures, 
as evidenced by protests against the 
lockdowns.

What still isn’t known
Our results are suggestive, but 

preliminary. Some of the assumptions 
of our model regarding the spread of 
the virus, the risk factors associated 
with severe illness and how hospitals 
respond to a surge in demand may 
prove wrong. In addition, much empir-
ical analysis remains to be done, espe-
cially in relation to the nonmonetary 
benefits and costs of social distancing 
interventions.

What other research is being done
The COVID-19 pandemic has gen-

erated a lot of interest among econo-
mists, as you’d expect. The European 
Economic Association alone lists more 
than 250 projects exploring data relat-
ed to the pandemic, ranging from try-
ing to understand the macroeconomic 
consequences to evaluating the effec-
tiveness of social distancing interven-
tions.

-
This article is republished from The 

Conversation under a Creative Com-
mons license. Read the original article 
here: https://theconversation.com/
americans-may-be-wil l ing-to-pay-
5-trillion-to-stop-the-spread-of-the-
coronavirus-and-save-lives-137569.
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RecordRegister
Woman who left girl, 4, alone 
while gambling gets probation

BETHLEHEM AP) — A 
New Jersey woman who 
pleaded guilty to leaving 
her 4-year-old girl alone 
in a hotel room while she 
gambled at an eastern 
Pennsylvania casino last 
fall has been placed on fi ve 
years' probation.

LehighValleyLive.com 
reports that 27-year-old 
Rebecca Yandoli said Tues-
day she's taken steps to 
make sure that such a 
thing wouldn't happen 
again, and Northampton 
County prosecutors then 
agreed that probation was 
appropriate.

Police were called to 
the Wind Creek Casino in 
Bethlehem around 4 a.m. 
on Nov. 16 after the girl 
was found wandering alone 
in the casino’s hotel lobby. 
The girl told the offi cers 
she was looking for Yan-
doli, who was soon found 
gambling on the main fl oor 
of the casino.

Authorities say the 
Whitehouse Station resi-
dent told offi cers she 
had left the girl alone in 
the hotel room around 
1:15 a.m. and then went 
to gamble. She pleaded 
guilty in February to child 
endangerment. Her attor-
ney said she had an “over-
whelming compulsion" to 
gamble.

Yandoli said Tuesday 
she hadn't gambled since 
that night and was going 
to Gamblers Anonymous 
meetings. She said she was 
also receiving counseling, 
going to alcoholic and nar-
cotics anonymous meet-
ings and had completed a 
parenting class.

“I’m just taking as many 
strides as I can to never be 
the person who committed 
the offense, doing every-
thing I can to be a health-
ier mother and the best 
individual I can be today,” 
Yandoli said.

Fred Rogers and a day of 
kindness in Pennsylvania

(AP) Mister Rogers 
would have liked it: a day 
to be extra kind to your 
neighbors.

The day was Friday 
-- Pennsylvania’s second 
annual 1-4-3 Day, an oc-
casion when state offi cials 
encourage people to share 
their acts of kindness and 
gratitude. This year, a fo-
cus was fi rst responders 
and essential workers who 
are at high-risk of conta-
gion during the coronavi-
rus pandemic.

The initiative began in 
2019 when Pennsylvania 
Gov. Tom Wolf declared the 
143rd day of the year a day 
of kindness in honor of the 
state’s beloved kindness 
patron and promoter, Fred 
Rogers, who spent most 
of his life in and around 
Pittsburgh. The number 
had special meaning to 
Rogers, refl ecting the num-
ber of letters in his favorite 
phrase, “I love you.”

This year, the state 
launched a website ask-
ing residents to share their 
good deeds -- from buying a 
meal for a neighbor to writ-
ing a thank you note for a 
mail deliver -- under the 
hashtag #143DayInPA.

“Acts of kindness should 
be happening always, but 
this is a way where there 
is encouragement to track 
it, to share it,” said Gisele 
Fetterman, wife of Penn-
sylvania’s lieutenant gov-
ernor, John Fetterman.

She is the founder of the 
Free Store 15104, which 
provides free food, clothing 
and other essentials to the 
community in Braddock, 
a small hardscrabble steel 
town near Pittsburgh. 
Since the store was forced 
to temporarily close dur-
ing the pandemic, she has 
helped raise more than 
$20,000 in supermarket 

gift cards for people in 
need.

“My wife is a walking
1-4-3 every day,” said her 
husband, the tattooed for-
mer mayor of Braddock.

Growing up, the couple 
said they were inspired by 
“Mister Rogers’ Neighbor-
hood” and its lessons of 
love, generosity and kind-
ness for kids and adults.

“For me, Mister Rogers 
is very personal, I learned 
to speak English watching
Mister Rogers when I was 
a young immigrant in this 
country, never knowing I’d
end up in Pittsburgh,” said 
Gisele Fetterman, who 
came to the United States 
with her family from her 
native Brazil as an undoc-
umented immigrant and 
later became a U.S. citizen.

“One of my earliest 
memories was watching
Mister Rogers on TV,” her 
husband said. “Fifty years 
later, that message is not
only still relevant, but 
more relevant and neces-
sary than ever today.”

Click the “show some 
love” button, and the 1-4-3 
Day website offers sugges-
tions on how to share kind-
ness: “recommend a good
movie to a friend; share 
the credit for a recent ac-
complishment; cook for 
your signifi cant other; take 
your dog on a long walk; 
refl ect on a moment when
you overcame fear.”

The University of Pitts-
burgh also marked the day, 
recalling the legacy of Fred 
Rogers by highlighting
acts of kindness in the lo-
cal community.

“There are three ways,” 
the university said in a 
tweet, “to ultimate suc-
cess: The fi rst way is to be 
kind, the second way is to 
be kind and the third way 
is to be kind.”

Pennsylvania preps 
short-term budget 
amid virus uncertainty

HARRISBURG (AP) 
— Pennsylvania state 
government began advanc-
ing a temporary, no-new-
taxes budget plan Tuesday 
that maintains current 
spending levels while bud-
get makers watch to see 
how badly coronavirus-
related shutdowns damage 
tax collections and whether 
the federal government 
sends another aid package 
to states.

Offi cials in the House and 
Senate Republican majori-
ties said that they expected 
to wrap up votes on a rough-
ly $25.8 billion package this 
week. The main budget bill 
squeaked by the House, 
103-99, just hours after it 
was unveiled Tuesday.

Every Democrat and six 
Republicans opposed it. 
Senate votes were expected 
this week.

The $25.8 billion package 
would carry full-year money 
for many public school bud-
get lines, as well as for state-
supported universities, debt 
service and school pension 
obligations. But much of 
the rest of the state’s oper-
ating budget lines would be 
funded through Nov. 30, the 
last day of the two-year leg-
islative session, Senate and 
House offi cials said.

Many public schools of-
fi cials breathed a sigh of 
relief at the news that they 
were spared a massive cut 
in aid amid projections of 
a multi-billion dollar short-
fall, after taking a hit of 
more than 10% in state aid 
nine years ago during the 
recession.

An early deal on a bud-
get also avoids a long, 
drawn-out budget fi ght 
between Wolf and the Re-
publican-controlled Leg-
islature. Such fi ghts have 
marked two of Wolf's past 
fi ve budgets.

Still, the state’s fi nances 
remain under considerable 
pressure to keep up with 
the cost to care for the poor, 
elderly and disabled, and 
the Nov. 30 end to many of 
those budget lines could set 
up a fi ght over how to fund 
them for the rest of the year 
and beyond.

Wolf, a Democrat, said 
talks with the Legislature 
have been constructive, and 
he backed the need for an 
unusual, short-term bud-
get plan to compensate for 
delayed tax deadlines and 
collapsing revenues.

“I think all of us are 
struggling to know exactly 
what the fi nancial situation 
is going to look like over the 
course of the whole next fi s-
cal year, so we are going to 
do, I know, some unusual 
things,” Wolf said at a video 
news conference Tuesday.

Among the uncertainties 
in the coming fi scal year are 
whether the federal govern-
ment will contribute more 

aid, he said.
The spending legislation 

is expected to be accompa-
nied by a raft of budget-re-
lated legislation negotiated 
behind closed doors and 
another bill that distributes 
approximately $2 billion in 
federal coronavirus emer-
gency aid to nursing homes, 
agricultural programs, 
counties and more.

Wolf has warned that his 
offi ce is projecting a budget 
defi cit of up to $5 billion 
for the 2019-20 fi scal year 
ending June 30, although 
perhaps $2 billion is sim-
ply delayed after tax-fi ling 
deadlines were shifted from 
April 15 to July 15 amid the 
pandemic.

John Callahan, chief ad-
vocacy offi cer for the Penn-
sylvania School Boards 
Association, said schools 
were relieved not to see a 
cut in aid, given the circum-
stances. That certainty will 
help school boards assemble 
their budgets as they grap-
ple with how to bring stu-
dents safely back to school 
buildings in August amid 
fears of the coronavirus, 
Callahan said.

Lisa Schaefer, executive 
director of the County Com-
missioners Association of 
Pennsylvania, said coun-
ties — which administer 
billions of dollars in state-
mandated social services 
— feel that it is important 
that money continue to fl ow 
uninterrupted for those ser-
vices.

However, aid for those 
services is guaranteed only 
for fi ve months, and a fall-
off in state aid for those 
services in the last seven 
months of the fi scal year 
could force counties to foot a 
larger share of the bill.

“There are going to be 
other negotiations for the 
remainder of this fi scal 
year, and it will be critical to 
see how revenues continue 
to come in,” Schaefer said.

Schools are not out 
of the woods yet: casino 
shutdowns during the 
pandemic will mean a gap 
of $300 million in taxes 
on gambling receipts for 
schools that must be back-
fi lled, said Rep. Matt Brad-
ford, the ranking Democrat 
on the House Appropria-
tions Committee.

The state is operating 
on a $34 billion budget ap-
proved last year by law-
makers, although Wolf's 
administration has said it 
has clamped down on hir-
ing, vendor contracts and 
discretionary spending to 
save cash.

Wolf in February pro-
posed a $36 billion budget 
for the new fi scal year, with 
most of the proposed in-
crease in spending for rising 
costs for health care for the 
poor and long-term care for 
the elderly and disabled.

Victim's wife says 
fugitive student 
sought their neighbor

WILLINGTON, Conn. 
(AP) — A college student po-
lice say is an armed fugitive 
after killing two people was 
looking for a young woman 
he knew when he began his 
rampage, the wife of his fi rst 
victim said Tuesday.

University of Connecticut 
senior Peter Manfredonia, 
23, is a fugitive in the ma-
chete killing of the woman's 
neighbor, 62-year-old Ted 
DeMers, of Willington, Con-
necticut.

He also is believed to have 
killed his own high school 
friend, Nicholas Eisele, 23, 
on Sunday about 70 miles 
(110 kilometers) away in 
Derby, police said.

Manfredonia was last re-
ported seen in Pennsylvania 
on Sunday and is the target 
of a search involving police 
agencies and the FBI.

Cyndi DeMers, Ted De-
Mers' wife of 42 years, said 
in an interview that Man-
fredonia was looking for a 
female acquaintance when 
he came walking down the 
road in front of their Will-
ington home wearing a mo-
torcycle helmet.

When asked why he 
was walking down the ru-
ral road, Manfredonia said 
his motorcycle had broken 
down, Cyndi DeMers said. 
Ted DeMers was killed with 
a machete after giving Man-
fredonia a ride back to his 
bike.

“He said to my husband, 
‘I know so-and-so,’ who is 
one of our neighbors, which 
then opened up the door to 
trusting this person,” Cyndi 
DeMers said.

“I think he got in the way 
of what he was going to do,” 
she said. “He was clearly 
walking to her home with a 
mission, with a machete in 
his backpack.”

DeMers said she talked 
with their young neigh-
bor's father over the week-
end and was told the fam-
ily had been considering a 
restraining order against 

Manfredonia, who had been 
to the home in the past. Her 
neighbors have been told by 
police not to return to their 
home until he is captured, 
she said.

An additional neighbor, 
who came to DeMers’ aid, 
also was attacked. That 
man suffered serious hand 
injuries but is expected to 
survive, Cyndi DeMers said.

Connecticut State Police 
pleaded at a news briefi ng 
Tuesday for Manfredonia to 
turn himself in.

“We want you to be able 
to tell your story,” Lt. John 
Aiello said. “We are hear to 
listen to you. Your parents, 
your friends, all of us back 
here in Connecticut want a 
peaceful end to this."

Manfredonia broke into 
another house in Willington 
over the weekend, stealing 
guns and a truck, and then 
headed south, police said. 
The truck was found Sun-
day in Derby, near Eisele's 
home.

Police said they believe 
Manfredonia killed his 
friend, then forced Eisele’s 
23-year-old girlfriend into 
her car and fl ed the state. 
The girlfriend was found 
Sunday at a rest stop near 
Paterson, New Jersey, with 
her 2016 Volkswagen Jetta 
and was not hurt, police 
said.

Manfredonia took an 
Uber to a Walmart in East 
Stroudsburg, not far from 
the New Jersey border, 
Pennsylvania State Police 
said Tuesday.

Police discovered through 
interviews with the driver 
and from security camera 
footage that Manfredonia 
walked behind the store and 
onto railroad tracks, author-
ities said.

Pennsylvania police 
said they don’t believe 
Manfredonia has ties to the 
area, or a car. He might try 
to use another ride-hailing 
service to fl ee, the agency 
said.

Homeless people at idled 
airport venue to be tested

PHILADELPHIA (AP) 
— Philadelphia offi cials 
on Tuesday began remov-
ing dozens of people who 
have been sleeping at the 
airport during the corona-
virus pandemic, and they 
plan to administer rapid 
COVID-19 tests before tak-
ing them to homeless shel-
ters.

Offi cials at Philadelphia 
International Airport had 
initially planned Friday 
to remove the 50 to 100 
homeless people who have 
been sleeping at a baggage 
claim area underused dur-
ing stay-at-home orders. 
But airport and city offi -
cials agreed to wait until 
Tuesday after advocates 
threatened to sue if the 
people were moved to shel-
ters without being tested.

City Manager Brian Ab-
ernathy said Friday that 
Delaware County offi cials 
also would be on hand 
Tuesday to offer to take 
people to shelters in the 
neighboring county. He 
said arrangements were in 
place to house anyone who 
wanted to go to a shelter.

“Some may choose to go 
to Delaware County . ... 
Some may choose to accept 
service in Philadelphia,” 
Abernathy said. “Some 
will not accept services 
at all, which is absolutely 
within their right, but they 
are certainly not allowed 
to stay at the airport from 
this point forward.”

The airport began en-
forcing new rules Tuesday, 
allowing only workers and 
those with airport business 
in the terminals and bag-
gage areas.

The Philadelphia Inquir-
er reported Thursday that 
homeless advocates were 
concerned about people be-
ing moved from the airport 
without being tested for 
the virus and the possibil-
ity that they could take the 
illness into shelters.

Representatives from 
the Homeless Advocacy 

Project and the nonprofi t 
group SELF, among oth-
ers, had signed on to legal 
action if the city moved for-
ward with removal with-
out testing, the Inquirer
reported.

“We were alarmed and 
concerned about where 
those individuals would 
go, if they would receive
the kind of attention and 
support they need from 
a health stand point and 
from a housing standpoint, 
because we do believe 
housing is a public health 
issue,” said Michael Hin-
son, president and CEO of 
SELF.

It was his understand-
ing, Hinson said, that the 
individuals at the airport
would be offered testing, 
taken to a Center City 
location for that testing
and housed in quarantine
housing until the results 
came back.

The groups also worked 
to convince city offi cials 
that all those living in shel-
ters currently and entering
shelters, including staff, 
should be tested, adding
that a plan is in the works,
he said.

As airport security, out-
reach workers and city 
employees worked to test 
and relocate the homeless 
people camped at baggage 
claim, spokesperson Flor-
ence Brown said in a state-
ment Tuesday that the air-
port had run out of options.

“Recent strains on the 
region’s social service net-
work due to the COVID-19 
crisis have created an ur-
gent need for the airport
to narrow its defi ned us-
age of the facility’s pub-
lic spaces,” she said. “The 
decision to limit building
access to only those with 
airport business was a 
diffi cult one that followed
months of attempted inter-
ventions, compassionate 
outreach and ultimately, a 
destruction of property and 
deterioration of safety.”
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Police, regulators target 
businesses flouting Wolf shutdown

HARRISBURG (AP) 
— Police and state reg-
ulators are cracking 
down on a handful of 
Pennsylvania business-
es that are supposed to 
remain shut down dur-
ing the pandemic but 
have instead thrown 
open their doors.

Small business own-
ers have protested Gov. 
Tom Wolf ’s closure of 
“non- l i fe -susta in ing” 
businesses, saying it 
threatens to bankrupt 
them the longer it goes. 
A few gyms, salons and 
restaurants have opened 
in defiance of the gover-
nor, risking citations, 
fines and license sus-
pensions.

In York County, two 
Round the Clock Din-
ers that resumed 
dine-in service earlier 
this month were twice 
warned by state health 
officials before the Penn-
sylvania Department of 
Agriculture issued an 
emergency suspension 
of their operating licens-

es Friday.
Fines can go as high 

as $10,000 per day that 
the restaurants remain 
open while their licens-
es are suspended, the 
agency said.

The diners remained 
open Tuesday. A mes-
sage was left with the 
owner.

Meanwhile, at least 
two gyms in eastern 
Pennsylvania reopened 
this week, with state 
police already citing 
one and local police 
threatening to cite the 
other.

SuperSets in Ha-
nover Township, outside 
Allentown, reopened 
Sunday. State police is-
sued two citations to 
the business owner, Ed 
Frack, but the gym was 
back open for business 
Tuesday.

Frack said his gym, 
which launched in Oc-
tober, had two choic-
es: reopen or go out of 
business. He said he 
hasn’t received any gov-

ernment assistance to 
keep going.

Initially, “we had no 
problem with closing. 
We weren’t in a position 
to close, but we said, 
‘We’ll sacrifice for a cou-
ple of weeks.’ A couple of 
weeks has turned into a 
couple months," Frack 
told The Associated 
Press. "This is do or die 
for us. We either do this, 
or our business dies.”

Wolf has repeatedly 
said he prefers volun-
tary cooperation to en-
forcement. To date, state 
police have issued 351 
warnings and three cita-
tions to businesses that 
are open despite the 
shutdown.

Another gym, Danko’s 
All American Fitness 
in Plains Township, 
outside Wilkes-Barre, 
opened Tuesday. Plains 
Township Police Chief 
Dale Binker told The 
Citizens’ Voice that 
Danko will be cited for 
every day he is open.

Krise Funeral Home
AND CREMATION SERVICES, LLC

ROY R. KRISE,FUNERAL DIRECTOR

WWW.KRISEFUNERALHOME.COM

130 CENTER STREET, RIDGWAY PA

814-772-0055

Proudly Serving 
Ridgway, Kersey and 
Surrounding Areas

Thank You Front Line Workers For 

Keeping Our Community Safe And 

Running Throughout This Crisis!

Elk County Coroner Michelle Muccio-Krise is the last line of defense in the COVID

Michelle Muccio-Krise 
has a multitude of re-
sponsibilities that would 
overwhelm most people 
in the best of times. In the 
midst of the COVID-19 
pandemic, her duties 
seem almost unimagina-
ble to the general public. 
This mother of four, in-
cluding a newborn, funer-
al director, educator for 
her children in the age of 
COVID-19 closures, and 
Elected Coroner of Elk 
County manages them all 
with intelligence, a quick 
wit, an attention to detail 
bordering on the obses-
sive, and sensible heels.

“What you see on TV 
is usually not real,” Muc-
cio-Krise said. “What is 
portrayed on tv is a case 
being solved in an hours 
worth of air time, but 
in real life things don’t 
happen that way. Every 
T must be crossed and I 
must be dotted to ensure 
a proper investigation, 
and it doesn’t happen in 
an hour...”

The Elk County Coro-
ner’s Offi ce is notifi ed of 
any death in the county 
24 hours a day, seven 
days a week, and is re-
sponsible for investigat-
ing the cause and manner 
of death. The offi ce works 
with local law enforce-
ment offi cers in criminal 
death cases.

“With the help of local 
law enforcement agen-
cies, we work together to 
fi nd all the pieces of the 
puzzle ,” Muccio-Krise 
said of her offi ce. “We rely 
on the police for many of 
their resources and also 
have an excellent work-
ing relationship with 

area EMS services, fi re 
departments, and Elk-
land Search and Rescue.”

A misunderstanding of 
how the County Coroner 
operates, which directly 
stems from portrayals in 
entertainment, involves 
the removal of the re-
mains.

"I can't just show up, 
look at a scene and order 
the removal of remains," 
said Muccio-Krise. "The 
body has to remain in 
situ, (In place) until I 
arrive and examine the 
scene.  I then rely on po-
lice to collect evidence 
and take photographs 
to complete the investi-
gation." "In some cases, 
a specialized Forsenic 
Team has to be called in 
from outside the county, 
which can mean a signifi -
cant period of time can 
elapse," she continued 
"But it is necessary to 
ensure a thorough inves-
tigation of every death, 
which is one way we are 
paying respect to the de-
ceased." “The forensic 
team is commonly uti-
lized with car accidents 
and other potentially 
prosecutable cases, and 
the scene must remain 
untouched until they ar-
rive.”

In the COVID-19 pan-
demic, the pressures on 
the coroner have only 
increased, with shifting 
guidelines and proce-
dures that have evolved 
since the early days of 
the virus' arrival in the 
Commonwealth. Cur-
rent knowledge suggests 
that spread from a living 
person happens through 
close contact via respira-
tory droplets produced 
when an infected person 

coughs, sneezes, or talks, 
similar to how infl uenza 
and other respiratory 
pathogens spread. Recent 
studies indicate that peo-
ple who are infected but 
do not have symptoms 
likely also play a role in 
the spread of COVID-19. 
This route of transmis-
sion is a potential concern 
when handling human 
remains and performing 
postmortem procedures, 
so Muccio-Krise and her 
deputies must remain 
diligent in wearing prop-
er protective equipment. 

“There’s never just an 
average day in this posi-
tion, and with the nature 
of this crisis I believe that 
I can help by making sure 
the public is informed of 
everything we are doing 
to keep them safe.”

Coroners in Pennsyl-
vania have subpoena 
powers, so much of Muc-
cio-Krise's day is spent 
reviewing medical re-
cords, fi ling an enormous 
amount of paperwork, 
and assisting local law 
enforcement in their in-
vestigations. “We also 
participate in several 
drug death data collec-
tion programs, which 
requires information to 
be uploaded to an online 
portal, which analyzes 
investigative information 
that is  pertinent to drug 
overdoses.”

"I spend most days fi l-
ing requests, fi lling out 
forms and speaking to 
relatives to ensure I have 
a complete picture before 
fi lling out a death certifi -
cate," said Muccio-Krise 
"One of the most impor-
tant aspects of my job is 
about showing the proper 
respect to the deceased 

and their loved ones."
Muccio-Krise also is 

heavily involved in the 
local community, recently 
beginning an Elder Jus-
tice Coalition, to help pro-
tect the senior population 
of Elk County, as well as 
the "Cribs for Kids" pro-
gram that provides safe 
sleeping space for babies, 
at no cost to the parents.

"These are issues that 
are both very important 
to me," said Muccio-Krise 
"and I saw there was a 
need so I worked with 
other organizations, as 
well as the County Gov-
ernment to provide fund-
ing for these programs.” 
"The county coroner by 
state law must authorize 
cremations, the authori-
zation ensures that the 
death has been properly 
investigated prior to cre-
mation, as you’re poten-
tially destroying evidence 
of a crime,”

In 2018, the state 
mandated a $50 fee for 
a cremation permit, so 
Muccio-Krise requested 
and received approval for 

the fees for these services 
to be directed to support 
these initiatives. The El-
der Justice Coalition had 
it's fi rst meeting back in 
late January before the 
COVID-19 shutdowns be-
gan, while the Cribs for 
Kids programs is ongoing 
with 4 cribs being provid-
ed to Elk County families 
so far. 

As Elk County begin 

the process of going from 
yellow to green in the Co-
vid-19 shutdown "I am 
looking forward to the 
end of this crisis," said 
Muccio-Krise in closing, 
"thankfully Elk County 
has not experienced what 
other areas of the country 
have, and hopefully that 
will remain the case, as 
we all are in this togeth-
er."

By Brian D. Stockman
Staff Writer

AS ALWAYS DISCOUNTS FOR ALL FIRST RESPONDERS, SENIOR CITIZENS, MILITARY ACTIVE AND VETERAN, 
AND NEW THIS YEAR WE ARE INCLUDING ALL  DOCTORS, NURSES IN OUR DISCOUNT PROGRAM.  

PSMPSM
FULLY INSURED PROFESSIONAL SERVICE RIDGWAY,  PA

 (814) 594-3486Enterprises,LLC.

STONE YARD IN RIDGWAY
4735 Montmorenci Road

MULCH/STONE YARD OPEN AGAIN!

NOW THROUGH JUNE 15TH

Monday thru Friday: Call For Hours - Saturday 9:00am to 4:00pm 
Sunday 10:00am to 2:00pm.  Other hours available just call!

- Stocking natural & dyed mulches  - All sizes of limestone   
- Mushroom compost  - Screened & unscreened topsoil

of all stone / mulch yard sales to the Ridgway Fire Department

Support ALL local small businesses, not just mine.   Support your restaurants, stores,
 anything owned locally!  We need your support now more than ever!

(Including triaxle loads of driveway stone)

WE ARE DONATING 10% 

Photo by Brian D. Stockman
Elk County Coroner Michelle Muccio-Krise at her desk earlier this
week.

133 Biddle Street, KANE, PA

814-837-7475

814-837-7475

5/29/2020

.

$1,000 OFF
We are only sending this invitation 
to a select few. Please call early to 
make an appointment. Appointments 
will go fast! Be sure to bring a friend 
or a loved one, someone whose 
voice is familiar to you.

OPEN HOUSE – MAY 28TH

133 Biddle Street, KANE, PA 16735

814-837-7475

Accepting New Patients! 
All Insurances Accepted!

0% Financing 
& Monthly 
Payments 
Available 
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Amish stay abreast, make changes but maintain traditions
ALTOONA (AP) — On 

the sunny side of a steep 
hill in Sinking Valley, Reu-
ben Peachey led his horse-
drawn plow over an empty 
fi eld.

Peachey, a young, thin 
man with a corn-colored 
hat, light-brown beard and 
plain dress, ambled from 
his equipment to ask how 
long the interview might 
take.

Peachey is one of the 360 
people in Blair County’s 
growing Amish community. 
The group fi rst settled here 
in 1988, mainly coming 
from Miffl in County, ac-
cording to Steven M. Nolt, 
professor of history and 
Anabaptist studies at Eliz-
abethtown College.

The Amish almost never 
speak to the media or watch 
TV, let alone be consumed 
by the 24/7 news cycle. Yet, 
Peachey was willing — 
sharing his thoughts on the 
current coronavirus pan-
demic.

He said he is concerned 
about the virus but feels 
that the issue has “turned 
political,” and that there 
has been overreaction in-
consistent with what’s ac-
tually been happening.

“Of course, if someone 
gets sick, it’s a concern,” he 
said. “But I think it’s gone 
further than just a concern 
for sick people.”

Making adjustments
Since the onset of the 

health crisis, the local Old 
Order Amish community 
has made adjustments to 
daily life and livelihood, 
while those with strong ties 
to the community through 
health care and agriculture 
have addressed the chal-
lenges they face now and in 
the future.

Peachey said he and his 
family wear masks when 
required, but haven’t done 
so while just among each 
other, while working out-
side or in church services.

“When things fi rst came 
out and were sounding 
scary, we limited gather-
ings, and church services 
were changed to a limited 
size,” he said. “But now as 
the county heads back to 
normal, church services 

have as well.”
Thomas G. Ford, com-

mercial horticulture edu-
cator through Penn State 
Extension, has been work-
ing with the Amish commu-
nity in Blair County since 
1995. He said Penn State 
Extension has developed a 
“signifi cant level of trust” 
in this community over the 
years, acting as a source for 
agricultural questions and 
other topics as needed.

On a recent trip to two 
local Amish farms, Ford 
discovered that those in the 
community who interact 
with customers have been 
using masks and following 
social distancing practices. 
He said because the Amish 
hold the good of the com-
munity over the needs of 
the individual, they will ad-
here to guidelines from the 
government to protect fam-
ilies and those outside the 
community they encounter.

Concerns
Peachey’s main concern 

is the effect of the pandemic 
on changing crop sales, cit-
ing farmers in other parts 
of the country needing to 
plow under healthy crops 
and throw away produce 
due to slumping demand.

Peachey is part of a lo-
cal co-op made up of about 
a dozen Amish and non-
Amish farmers who pool 
their produce to sell both in 
and out of state, including 
as far as Florida.

Peachey said because he 
only has about four to fi ve 
acres, it’s more viable to 
pool resources for whole-
sale.

“The market for pro-
duce is drying up because 
restaurants and schools 
have been closed,” he said. 
“We’ve shifted from whole-
sale to selling to the local 
market.”

He said there are benefi ts 
to selling locally, but they 
will wait to see what sort of 
changes may take place by 
Aug. 1, when their produce 
(mainly winter squash) is 
consolidated and stored for 
later distribution.

Amish economies are 
driven by manufacturing 
or agriculture — usually 
with one being more pre-

dominant than the other, 
according to J.P. Miller, 29, 
who grew up in a Lancaster 
Amish community and has 
family here.

Miller has since left the 
order to pursue higher ed-
ucation and is now a fi rst 
year Ph.D. student in the 
sociology department at 
Penn State University.

He described the local 
community as more ag-
riculturally driven than 
those he grew up in and 
around, meaning the soci-
ety is more conservative, 
with less economic depen-
dence on non-Amish mar-
kets.

However, he explained 
that one major point of con-
tact to the outside commu-
nity are those Amish who 
use “drivers,” or trusted 
non-Amish to drive them 
distances where horse and 
buggy would be impracti-
cal.

In addition, Amish are 
still in contact with non-
Amish who visit produce 
stands to buy their goods.

Ford expressed concern 
for the Amish who come 
in contact with others that 
may not follow social dis-
tancing guidelines, which 
he said puts the entire lo-
cal Amish community at 
risk. He noted there is a 
lack of accurate informa-
tion reaching the local com-
munity from non-Amish 
sources.

“No outreach in terms of 
factual printed materials or 
even direct mail pieces were 
developed to inform the 
Amish and/or other com-
munities that were not con-
nected electronically,” Ford 
said in an email. “Many of 
the Amish were misled and 
were told that COVID-19 
would cause nothing more 
than the sniffl es. Some 
were told that COVID-19 
was a hoax.”

Information fl ow
Ford said efforts by the 

CDC and the Department 
of Health were largely web-
based or through the me-
dia, while most information 
passes through the Amish 
community through plain-
sect newspapers, circuit let-
ters, group conference calls 

and word of mouth from Amish and non-Amish alike.

June 1-5 is proclaimed Child Welfare 
Professionals Appreciation week by 

Governor Wolf in Pennsylvania.

• Investigating child abuse
• Providing services to families
• Assessing safety and providing services 

to ensure that the children of Elk County 
are provided nurturance, family   
connections, support as they transition 
into adulthood.

• Services that allow a child to remain 
safely in their home or return home as 
expeditiously as possible.

Tasks that fall to the child welfare professional 
of Elk County’s child welfare system:

The work of the child welfare professionals 
of Elk County require them to take on the 
role of frontline essential workers in the time 
of a global pandemic and provide services 
to the families of Elk County despite the risk 
to the professional’s health and safety.

Child Welfare professionals we 
Appreciate your efforts to keep the 

children of Elk County Safe.

THANK YOU 
Elk County Children 
and Youth Services 
for your dedication, 

support and 
commitment in 

maintaining the safety 
and well being to the 
youth and families of 

Elk County.
You continue to be a 
contributing group of 
our unsung heroes!

Thank you!

136 Center St.,
Ridgway, PA

772-3622

David Thompson
www.thompsonfuneralhomepa.com

Prearrangements available

Thank You Front 
Line Workers!

20 Gills Avenue • Ridgway PA • 15853 
814-772-9736

We Appreciate All The 
Front Line Workers!
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Roy B.

    Constable

CASH, VISA, MASTERCARD, DISCOVER & APPROVED CHECKS ACCEPTED. 

JOHNSONBURG
410 Center St.
814-965-2262

roybconstablestores.com

KANE
45 Fraley St.
814-837-8220

roybconstablestores.com

SAVE ON EVERYTHING FOR YOUR HOME!

GREAT DISCOUNTS ON TOP BRANDS!

DRASTICDISCOUNTS

HUGE
SAVINGS

MATTRESS
SETS

THERE’S JUST TOO MUCH FURNITURE!
NOW WE ARE ATTEMPTING TO SCALE DOWN TO A MANAGEABLE LEVEL!
EVERYTHING WILL BE SOLD AT HUGE SAVINGS!

SPECTACULAR MARKDOWNS
STOREWIDE...HURRY IN FOR BEST SELECTION!

HELP US AND HELP YOURSELF TO GREAT SAVINGS!

GIGANTIC
INVENTORY

CONSOLIDATION
SALE

SAVEHUNDREDS...EVENTHOUSANDS!

Don’t wait...hurry in forthe BestSelection!

THIS SALE

IS FOR A

LIMITED

TIME ONLY!

OUR LOSS

WILL BE

YOUR GAIN!


