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HARRISBURG — The General Assem-
bly is preparing a stopgap $25 billion 
budget bill that will provide a full year 
of basic education funding and five 
months of funding for most other state 
programs.

Gov. Tom Wolf has warned that the 
state could be facing a $5 billion budget 

deficit. Wolf, in 
February, before 
the pandemic 
hit, had proposed 
spending $36 billion 
in 2020-21.

Tuesday, Wolf 
said that lawmak-
ers and his admin-
istration were seek-
ing a path forward 
to buy time until 
it becomes clearer 
how bad the eco-
nomic downturn 
spurred by the 
coronavirus pan-
demic will last and 
how much federal 
aid will be forth-
coming.

“All of us are 
struggling to know 
exactly what the 
financial situation 
is going to look 
like,” Wolf said. 
“There are a lot of 
unknowns.”

The $25 billion 
package would carry full-year money 
for many public school budget lines, as 
well as for state-supported universities, 
debt service and school pension obliga-
tions. But much of the rest of the state’s 
operating budget lines would be fund-
ed through Nov. 30, the last day of the 
two-year legislative session, Senate and 
House officials said.

“The plan is to fund the state for the 
next five months, and then come back 
to the table to finish a separate budget 
for the final seven months of the fiscal 
year,” said Mike Straub, a spokesman 
for House Majority Leader Bryan Cut-
ler, R-Lancaster County. “This plan 
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Lisa Jo ARMSTRONG, 53, of Sandy Lake 
Township.

Barbara J. BATTYANI, 78, of Transfer
Florence Elizabeth DENNIS, 86, of Har-

risville.
Rollin B. JAMES, 88 of Sandy Lake.
Karen Lee Anderson JONES, 78, North 

Canton, Ohio, formerly of Greenville.

Leonard C. KUTNAK, 85, of Yankee Lake.
Phyllis A. MYERS, 87, of Grove City.
Albert Arnim ROOT Jr., 51 of Sandy Lake.
Linda Mae RODGERS, 62, ofMercer.
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Our blue edition salutes the community’s frontline and essential workers. 
Thank you for protecting and providing.  Special coverage begins on D-1

SPORTS: Modified schedule could benefit Steelers | B-1

Officials urge Wolf to send county to green

With all of the surrounding 
counties set to relax most 
COVID-19 pandemic restric-
tions, a group of county and 
state officials urged Gov. Tom 
Wolf to add Mercer County to 
that list.

In a letter dated Tuesday, 
three state legislators and all 
three county commissioners 
asked the governor and state 
Health Secretary Dr. Rachel 
Levine to add Mercer Coun-
ty to the green designation 
of the the administration’s 
“red-yellow-green” reopening 
protocol.

“We do not believe that 
Mercer County should be held 
back from the Green phase at 
this time, due to an isolated 

and contained flare-up affect-
ing 18 individuals,” the letter 
said, in an apparent reference 
to 18 new cases in Farrell 

between May 
8, when the 
county went 
to yellow, 
and Friday, 

as reported Saturday in The 
Herald.

The letter was signed by 
four Republicans — state 
Sen. Michele Brooks, state 

Rep. Tim Bonner, and Mer-
cer County Commissioners 
Matthew McConnell and Scott 
Boyd — and two Democrats, 
state Rep. Mark Longietti and 
county Commissioner Tim 
McGonigle.

Bradford, Cameron, Centre, 
Clarion, Clearfield, Crawford, 
Elk, Forest, Jefferson, Law-
rence, McKean, Montour, Pot-
ter, Snyder, Sullivan, Tioga, 
Venango and Warren counties 
are all scheduled to go green 

Friday. That includes 18 of the 
24 north-central and north-
western counties that first 
moved from the red to yellow 
phase.

Since moving to the yellow 
phase, Mercer County cases 
had gone up 50 percent, from 
70 to 105 on Tuesday. However, 
18 of the new cases were traced 
to a single outbreak in Farrell, 
where officials said an infected 

Wire and staff reports

Letter signed by  
4 local Republicans,  

2 Democrats
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Lawmakers 
teeing up  

budget bill 
worth $25B

By JOHN FINNERTY
CNHI State Reporter

Wolf warns state could  
face $5 billion deficit

TANNER MONDOK | Herald 
Bill Spring, Shenango River Lake resource manager, looks on while walking a trail Tuesday at Shenango River Lake.

Spring on the lake

Spring has arrived at 
Shenango River Lake. 

Bill Spring, that is.
The 11-year Army 

Corps of Engineers vet-
eran started his first day 
Tuesday as resource man-

ager at Shenango River 
Lake. Spring replaces John 
Kolodziejski, who retired 
this week after 37 years as 
manager.

Spring said the job a 
natural fit, emphasis on 
“natural.”

“I have a passion for the 

outdoors and recreation,’’ 
Spring said.

Shenango River Lake 
has more than 15,000 acres 
of land and water surface, 
with recreational facilities, 
camping, and a lake-and-
dam reservoir system over-
seen by the corps. 

Spring grew up in Erie 
and graduated in 2009 
from Penn State Univer-
sity. His Army Corps 
of Engineers resume 
includes a short stint at 
Kinzua Dam at the Allegh-

New Corps of Engineers resource  
manager takes over this week

By MICHAEL ROKNICK
Herald Business Editor

“All of us are 
struggling 
to know 
exactly what 
the financial 
situation is 
going to look 
like. There 
are a lot of 
unknowns.”
Gov. Tom WolfLocal nurse lands in pandemic hot spot

SHARON – When Jamie 
Perrine drove through 
the streets of Boston last 
month, it seemed to her 
like a “ghost town.”

“When people were 
talking about driving to 
work, nowadays you can 
get there faster because 
there’s no one out,” Jamie 
said. “There weren’t a lot 

of people out 
and about.”

While local 
health-care 
workers have 
been on the 
front lines 
of the bat-
tle against 
COVID-19 pa-

tients, Perrine, a surgical 
nurse at Sharon Regional 
Medical Center, volun-
teered for service in one of 

the pandemic’s domestic 
hot spots.

From April 11 to May 10, 
Perrine left her husband, 
Lucas, their three young 
children and her regular 
job to help treat patients at 
two hospitals near Boston, 
which had one of the larg-
est percentage of COVID-19 
cases in the country.

Perrine downplayed her 
own service and deflected 
the credit.

“I was just terrified that 
I was leaving my family for 
a whole month and going 
out on my own,” Perrine 
said. “I just went and 
worked. My husband is the 
real MVP.”

Jamie and Lucas Perrine 
live in Neshannock Town-
ship, Lawrence County, 
and are in the process of 
moving to Sharpsville. The 

By MELISSA KLARIC
Herald Staff Writer

Sharon Regional surgical nurse worked a month caring for patients in Boston area

Perrine
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Shenango Township police 
encountered an arrestee re-
cently who lamented he was 
having a hard time finding 
marijuana to buy during the 
COVID-19 crisis.

This is just one of many 
changes – both predictable 
and unexpected – that first 
responders in the Shenango 
Valley have seen.

A change affecting all re-
sponders: Fewer emergency 
calls are coming into the Mer-
cer County 911 center.

Ambulance services
“All the EMS agencies in our 

area are showing a decrease 
in volumes, whether it’s 911 
or private calls,” said Patrick 
Murphy, director of operations 
for McGonigle Ambulance 
Service in Hermitage. “Most 

people probably don’t want to 
go to the hospital for some fear 
of being exposed. I think people 
are staying at home because 
they’ve been advised to and 
there’s not as much going on in 
the town.”

Glenn Miller, co-owner of 
Elite EMS ambulance service 
in Hermitage, agreed.

“People are not going to the 
hospital now because they’re 
afraid to go. They’re using 
their primary care physicians 
more appropriately. Despite 
the fact that the ER has seen 
more volume, ours has actual-
ly gone down.”

Miller said this has increased 
his business’ costs – including 
payroll – and caused a decrease 
in their reimbursements.

“Most services check em-
ployees’ temperatures when 
they get to work,” Miller said. 
“If it’s above 100, people go 
into temporary isolation while 

waiting for care. We still have 
to keep them on payroll and 
cover their shift.”

Miller said the company had 
to have a couple of their em-
ployees tested for COVID-19, 
not from patient contact.

Other financial setbacks in-
clude an increase in need for 
supplies and a decrease in the 
need for transports and wheel-
chair trucks.

“The doctors’ offices are try-
ing to do everything remotely. 

That’s decreased our revenue,” 
Miller said. “From a long-
term perspective, that’s a little 
frightening for ambulance ser-
vices around the country.”

Miller said Elite is also pur-
suing every means of support 
funding available because of 
the crisis.

The financial setbacks have 
not caused them to lose per-
spective.

Both ambulance companies 
said their crews are being 

particularly aware and atten-
tive about cleaning their ambu-
lances and equipment.

“Decontamination is done 
after every patient.” said para-
metic Courtney Ivan, co-owner 
of Elite. “We’ve always been 
diligent about that. Unless you 
know otherwise, we act like 
they’re all infected.”

McGonigle’s Murphy said if 
they have a suspected or pos-
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Frontline 
heroes

TANNER MONDOK | Herald 
Logan Olenik, McGonigle Ambulance Service ambulette driver, sprays disinfectant inside of an ambu-
lance Wednesday at McGonigle Ambulance Service in Hermitage.

Virus upends 
daily routine 

for first 
responders

Herald staff

“We’re 
protecting 

ourselves and  
our community.”
John Flynn,  

Hermitage fire chief
This is one of the 
signs displayed at 
Sharon Regional 
Medical Center 
thanking doctors, 
nurses and other 
medical staff for 
working during the 
coronavirus pandem-
ic. The board has 
space for people to 
write personal mes-
sages to show their 
appreciation as well.

TANNER MONDOK | Herald

Any gesture, even a 
free dinner, can mean 
a lot to those on the 
front lines during the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

That’s why the Mesza-
ros Family Charitable 
Foundation donated 
$3,000 to the Shenango 
Valley Chamber of Com-
merce’s #SupportOurF-
irstResponder initiative. 
Funds will be used to buy 
meals for first responders 
on the front lines helping 
others.

The support initiative 
is one of $50,000 in do-
nations the foundation 
is making to 22 organi-
zations that has been 
helping others during the 
ongoing pandemic.

“We’re giving back to 
the community for those 
who need help,’’ said Bob 
Mentrek, president of the 
foundation.

The donation has 
helped pay for meals in-
cluding the one delivered 

Friday to the Community 
Action Partnership of 
Mercer County offices in 
Sharon. The meals were 
prepared at Quaker Steak 
& Lube, just a couple 
blocks away from the 
agency.

Community Ac-
tion Partnership is a 
non-profit social service 
agency that serves as a 
first responder in a man-
ner different from police 
and fire departments. 
But during the COVID-19 
pandemic, with busi-
nesses forced to close, 
leaving local residents 
unemployed and in need 
of help, its services are 

no less vital.
“We help provide fi-

nancial assistance for 
people’s essential ser-
vices like food, rent and 
medical assistance,’’ 
Wilma Torres, CEO and 
executive director of 
CAPMC said as the meals 
were delivered.

“#SupportOurFir-
stResponder initiative 
includes the local pur-
chasing of bulk lunches 
and desserts from local 
restaurants, caterers 
and candy stores from 
local businesses for the 
front line workers in the 
community,’’ Shenango 
Valley Chamber of Com-
merce Executive Director 
Sherris Moreira, said as 
she helped pass out meals 
at CAPMC. 

The chamber of com-
merce spread the love 
around to include nurs-
ing homes, hospitals, 
emergency medical tech-
nicians, fire departments 
and police departments, 
and medical clinics.

Volunteers and cham-
ber staff sent meals to:

• Nursing homes — 
Nugent’s, St. John XXIII, 
Ridgewood at Shenango 
Valley, Lakes at Jeffer-
son, Windsor House at 

O’Brien Memorial, Clep-
per Manor and Whisper-
ing Oaks.

• Hospitals — Sharon 
Regional Medical Center, 

UPMC Horizon-Shenan-
go Valley, UPMC Hori-
zon-Greenville, AHN 

Providing meals for the front-line workers
Chamber, armed with donations, recognized responders

By MICHAEL ROKNICK
Herald Business Editor

TANNER MONDOK | Herald 
From left, Rachel Meszaros, Meszaros Family Charitable Foundation treasurer, Bob 
Mentrek, Meszaros Family Charitable Foundation president, and Wilma Torres, Com-
munity Action Partnership of Mercer County CEO, do a distanced high five after sort-
ing out food from Quaker Steak and Lube donated by the Meszaros Family Charitable 
Foundation to the Community Action Partnership of Mercer Countyat the Community 
Action Partnership office in Sharon.

“We’re giving back 
to the community 
for those who need 
help.”
Bob Mentrek, 
president of Meszaros 
Family Charitable 
Foundation

See VIRUS, page 2

See MEALS, page D-3
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itive case of COVID-19, 
the ambulance is decon-
taminated when they 
return to the station.

“The crews are very 
good in protecting them-
selves and protecting 
patients,” he said. “They 
have been making sure 
everything is cleaned 
and ready to go before we 
take the next call.”

The services are taking 
several precautions in 
the wake of the virus.

“Everybody gets a 
mask regardless,” Ivan 
said. “It’s nothing to do 
with symptoms, it’s just 
protecting our communi-
ty and employees just in 
case somebody is symp-
tomatic.”

McGonigle Ambulance 
is also adhering to strict 
guidelines.

“For all of our calls, 
crews instructed to wear 
personal protective 
equipment; at minimum, 
masks, gloves and eye 
protection,” Murphy 
said. “If it is a suspect-
ed COVID case, they’re 
wearing gowns.”

In addition, McGonigle 
has taken the precaution 
of splitting up its crews.

“Currently we have a 
supervisor crew in Her-
mitage and we’re work-
ing with volunteer fire 
departments in the coun-
ty,” Murphy said. “There 
is a crew at Sharpsville 
VFD, Hermitage Patago-
nia station, Hermitage 
Fire Station 3 on Maple 
Drive and a crew posted 
at UPMC Horizon in Far-
rell.”

Using more supplies 
than usual have caused 
masks and gloves to 
dwindle.

“Our supplies are good 
right now,” Ivan said. 
“A lot of people brought 
in hand-sewn masks. 
The county has checked 
in with us to make sure 
we have everything we 
need.”

Ivan estimates they’ve 
used more gloves in the 
past month than they 

have in a whole year.
“We’re changing gloves 

six times on one patient,” 
she said.

Knowing there is a 
shortage of supplies, if 
they are able to obtain 
something they might 
need, they buy six 
months’ worth of it.

“We have the county 
group, and if we end up 
short on something, and 
another service needs 
something else we have, 
we’ll go ahead and make 
a trade,” Miller said.

Miller said there’s been 
a huge problem in the 
community with people 
believing COVID-19 is not 
an issue.

“We’re going to keep 
fighting until people re-
alize that,” Miller said. 
“People need to just stop 
breaking the procedures 
and just stay home.”

Murphy agreed.

“The sooner we all stay 
at home and get through 
this month, maybe it will 
all pass sooner,” Murphy 
said.

Police and fire 
departments

Sharon fire Chief Bob 
Fiscus said the pandemic 
might have changed a lot 
of things, but it has not 
impacted the services 
provided.

“For about a month, 
the fire station has been 
on lockdown to make 
sure firefighters are 
limiting their exposure,” 
Fiscus said. “We’ve done 
things like that.”

He said it has taken 
cooperation with neigh-
boring fire departments 
to continue the relation-
ships while maintaining 
their distance.

“We’ve remained sepa-
rate unless help is need-

ed,” Fiscus said.
Hermitage fire Chief 

John Flynn said every-
thing remains business 
as usual, but the call vol-
ume is down.

“We thought that was 
unusual because with ev-
erybody at home, clean-
ing up the yard, you typ-
ically see an increase,” 
Flynn said. “Now we see 
a decrease. People are 
really being careful and 
cautious.”

Shenango Township 
police Chief Jason New-
ton has also seen a de-
crease in traffic stops and 
call volume.

“There’s less people 
out, but crime is still 
crime,” Newton said. 
“We had an interaction 
with a gentleman the 
other day that said he 
smoked marijuana and 
said it’s hard to find mar-
ijuana any more. It’s the 

trickle down effect. Peo-
ple selling it are afraid. 
It’s greatly affected the 
way that we operate. It’s 
something we’re not used 
to.”

But something police 
officers and firefighters 
are used to is protecting 
their communities.

“We’re protecting our-
selves and our communi-
ty,” Flynn said. “We’ve 
limited the guys coming 
up and hanging out. 
We’ve put into practice 
social distancing. We’re 
still responding to calls 
as normal.”

Hermitage firefighters 
disinfect more than just 
their station on a daily 
basis. They use a spray 
gun and breathing ap-
paratus to spray down 
the fire department, city 
building, the police sta-
tion and all the vehicles.

“It’s a chemical disin-

fectant that puts it into 
a mist,” Flynn said. “It 
works pretty well for 
vehicles. You spray it in 
and it creates almost a 
huge cloud of disinfec-
tant, then leave it in the 
for three to five minutes. 
We’re able to spray sur-
faces that maybe you 
wouldn’t wipe.”

Newton said officers 
are wearing protective 
equipment given to them 
by the county.

“We use the cloth 
masks to put on someone 
you arrest,” Newton said.

He also wanted to 
thank people who have 
been dropping off hand 
sanitizer at the station. 
And their local Dollar 
General in West Mid-
dlesex has been helping 
them out.

“If we need some-
thing for the station or 
cars – bleach, sanitizing 
wipes, spray or any type 
of disinfectant – they’re 
offering to put a couple of 
those things aside in case 
we need them,” Newton 
said. “It’s just too hard to 
come by any more.”

The chiefs are trying 
to keep the public safe 
while keeping their 
crews safe and healthy.

Fiscus said everyone 
in his department is 
healthy, which is to their 
advantage because if one 
tests positive, they would 
lose a large portion of the 
department to quaran-
tine.

That’s why it has been 
important to continue to 
take temperatures at the 
beginning of each shift 
and to screen for symp-
toms, Fiscus said.

Newton agreed and 
stressed the importance 
in keeping his officers 
healthy.

“If I get the virus, my 
whole department is 
quarantined, which is 
detrimental to the 5,000 
people in our commu-
nities that we protect,” 
Newton said. “We are 
emergency responders, 
and we have to be safe in 
order to help you.”

Follow Melissa Klaric 
on Twitter and Facebook 
@HeraldKlaric, email: 
mklaric@sharonherald.
com

Virus
Virus upends routine  
for first responders

FROM PAGE D-1

Contributed
 Chief Paul Ferm, of the South Pymatuning Police Department, took the time to personally deliver food and to 
recognize the staff of the Mercer County 911 center, noting that dispatchers are often forgotten in their role as first 
responders. The recognition was to mark National Telecommunicator Week, which was April 12-18.

T2

Superior Ambulance Service has been honored to serve our 
area with highly dedicated employees since 1996.

We would like to say Thank You to all our employees 
for going above and beyond the call of duty during 

these diffi cult times.

When seconds count…..count on us,
 dial 9-1-1 and request Superior Ambulance Service 

or call us directly at 724-458-5350

TECNAVIA
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 KALCHTHALER
INSURANCE AGENCY, INC.

 35 Clinton Street, Greenville

724-588-7170

Saluting 

MERCER COUNTY’S 
FRONT LINE 
HEROES!

Thank You for 
all you do for us!

THANK YOU TO OUR LOCAL 
FRONT LINE HEROES

Sisters working the pandemic. Both were born and raised in Sharon. 
Our community has always had a special place in their hearts. God 
bless our heroes!

Love, Mammy & Pappy

MICHELLE THOMPSON & MONICA ROSE
DOCTOR & POLICE SGT

We are very proud of you.

David, Eric, 
Philip, and Michael

BARBARA FRYE
REGISTERED NURSE

Shari, thank you for taking care 
of others who can not care for 
themselves! Your dedica� on  is 
inspiring to all of us! 

Love, Your Family

SHARI PERRY
CARE PARTNER

For the last month, Sonya has 
been at a Veterans’ Hospital-
Home, in the state of New 
Jersey, A pandemic hot spot!! A 
hero for sure!

Jason, Elexis, Conner, 
Mom & Dad

SONYA HAUCK
REGISTERED NURSE

Proud of our daughter, 
granddaughter who is ICU-RN caring 
for COVID-19 pa� ents at Cleveland 
Clinic, serving now as Traveling 
Nurse in Washington D.C. hospitals 
caring for COVID-19 pa� ents.

Stay safe! Love, Mom and Dad, 
Grandparents

TAYLOR REED
REGISTERED NURSE

Ka� e is from the area and is 
a  Sonographer in Denver, 
Colorado. Thank you for all you 
do to help others, Ka� e!

Love, Your Family

KATIE TUCKER
SONOGRAPHER

Teaching online plus teaching 
7 year old heart transplant 
daughter, Lydia, & soon to 
be 10 year old Julian, as well 
as heading up Lydia’s Love 
Moments Founda� on. As well 
as being the most essen� al 
mom and dad.

Love, Mom

KIMBERLY AND JAY GIRARDI
TEACHERS

What you all do 
is so important. 
Risking your safety 
during these � mes 
to help others is 
commendable.  

<3 Blake 

HERMITAGE 
ALDI 

EMPLOYEES

Kelsey is a dedicated employee, 
cashier, stocker, maintenance 
worker, personal shopper 
and delivers groceries. She 
works long hours and gives 
excep� onal customer service.

Very Proud Parents

KELSEY
GROCERY WORKER

Thank you for who you are and 
for all you do! You take care 
of people who can’t take care 
of themselves! Stay safe and 
healthy!

Love, Mom, Dad & Amanda

KYLE WIMER
REGISTERED NURSE

Amanda, Thank you for all you 
do to help others! You are the 
hardest working Mama we 
know! 

Love, Your Family

AMANDA MOORE
OCCUPATIONAL THERAPIST

Thanks for all that you do 
to help others to stay safe. 
Sending prayers for you & all 
the other front line workers. 
Stay safe.

Love, John and Kim

ANGELA YESKO
REGISTERED NURSE

Cody, your family and 
community thanks you for 
being on the front line as an 
EMT and Volunteer Firefi ghter 
for over 10 years! 

We love your dedica� on!
Your Family!

CODY CORCORAN
EMT & VOLUNTEER FIREFIGHTER

Lauren is from the area and is 
a Traveling RN. She is currently 
serving in a Rhode Island 
hospital ER. Thank you for all 
you are doing to keep others 
safe! 

Love, Your Family

LAUREN TUCKER
REGISTERED NURSE

Monika is a wife, mother, 
and nurse with 33 years of 
experience. She is on the go 
at home as well as work. “The 
Best”

Love,
 Ed, Rebecca, and Emiley

MONIKA M. DALTON
RN SUPERVISOR

You have one of the most selfl ess 
jobs there is - devo� ng yourself 
to keeping others healthy and 
safe. Thank you for con� nuing to 
take care of those who need you 
during this pandemic.

Love, Blake & Sydney

SUSAN FRANTZ
REGISTERED NURSE

who have worked � relessly 
throughout the pandemic.

Each of you has played an integral 
role in keeping our community 
informed and prepared to face 

these unprecedented � mes.
Whether your role was wri� ng 

stories, helping small businesses 
navigate new waters with ad copy 
as well as accoun� ng, prin� ng the 
paper or delivering to our stores 
and homes each day, your hard 
work has not gone unno� ced or 

unappreciated.

THANK YOU 
 TO OUR TEAMS 
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Grove City, St. Eliza-
beth’s Medical Center.

• EMT — McGonigle, 
Elite, Life Force, Supe-
rior.

• Fire departments 
— Sharon, Hermitage, 
Farrell, Sharpsville.

• Police departments 
— Sharon, Hermitage, 
Farrell, Sharpsville, 
Shenango Township.

• Clinics — MedEx-
press, Dialysis Center of 
Hermitage and Fresenius 
dialysis center.

• Other — Mercer 
County 911 and Commu-
nity Action Partnership 
of Mercer County.

The restaurants sup-
ported include Quaker 
Steak & Lube, Donna’s 
Diner, Thelma’s Sports 
Nook, Nico & Lou’s Co-
ney Island, Pizza Joe’s 
Sharon; Cianci’s di Cuci-
na, Smoky Martin’s BBQ; 
DiLorenzo’s Deli, Tony’s 
Pizza, Weber Catering, 

Daffin’s Candies, Pizza 
Joe’s Mercer and Haitian 
Sensation.

Due to the pandemic, 
Community Action Part-
nership has had to adapt 
its office and service pro-
cedures by working with 
clients over the phone in-
stead of face-to-face. Staff 
sends out applications 
by mail and are then re-
viewed, Torres said. The 
weatherizing of homes is 
among the programs the 
agency is involved in.

“While we could not 
do any weatherization 
on the homes now, we 
have been contacting 
consumers about their 
homes, completing ap-
plications, determining 
eligibility and placing 
them in a queue for 
when we are ready to 
go into the homes,’’ she 
said. “Naturally, this not 
only requires us to make 
changes in policies and 
procedures, but it also 
requires us to work close-
ly with the consumer to 
assure that they are safe 
and healthy before we 
proceed into their homes, 
and to assist in any mit-
igation that would be 

needed.’’
The state’s stay-at-

home orders have kept 
many people from work-
ing, which has resulted 
in increased requests for 
aid paying utilities, rent 
and mortgage.

“In the last two weeks 
we have seen an uptick in 
the need for utility assis-
tance and calls about rent 

and fears of being evicted 
due to non-payment of 
the rent,’’ Torres said. 
“Some calls for food are 
referred to the pantries 
and to the food ware-
house. In addition, we are 
providing supportive ser-
vices to the consumers in 
our Work Ready program 
with weekly calls and 
assignments and case 

management.’’
Community Action 

Partnership is part of a 
wide community effort 
that deals with those im-
pacted by the pandemic 
in a variety of ways, Tor-
res said. The organiza-
tion takes part in weekly 
conference call meetings 
with Buhl Regional 
Health Foundation, Com-
munity Foundation of 
Western Pennsylvania 
and Eastern Ohio, United 
Way of Mercer County, 
the City of Sharon and 
the chamber.

“One of the needs 
identified was the lack 
of funds to purchase 
much-needed cleaning 
supplies. Families can ac-
cess food and assistance 
for rent and utilities, 
but no one assists with 
cleaning supplies,’’ Tor-
res said. “And that is the 
one thing you cannot buy 
with food stamps. But 
it is very much needed 
to maintain a clean and 
healthy environment in 
the home, especially if 
there is someone who is 
at risk.’’

Even non-profit groups 
have been hit with fallout 

from the pandemic. 
The Meszaros Founda-

tion canceled its annual 
fundraiser, the FUNd 
Feast, that was set to be 
held Aug. 6 at The Lube’s 
complex. The event is 
patterned after the Ba-
varian Fun Fest that 
the Lube had previously 
held.

“This year is a post-
ponement,’’ Mentrek 
said. “We’ll be back next 
year. We set the date for 
2021’s FUNd Feast for 
Aug. 5.’’

Donating meals rep-
resents the core of the 
foundation’s mission, 
Mentrek said. The Mesza-
ros Foundation is named 
after Gary “Moe’’ Mesza-
ros, who died in 2015. 
Meszaros was a co-found-
er of the Quaker Steak 
& Lube chain. Further, 
Meszaros was a benefac-
tor to numerous local 
charities, Mentrek noted.

“We follow in Gary’s 
footsteps in what he did 
in the community,’’ Men-
trek said. “He would be 
thrilled, and probably is 
thrilled that we can do 
something like this.’’

Meals
Providing meals for  
the front-line workers
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AUTO • HOME • BUSINESS • LIFE
3775 East State Street 
Hermitage, PA 16148

724-342-2291 
www.reinhardts.com

ABDD would like to thank all our hard-working and dedicated 
staff  for their commitment to helping the people we serve.  
Your countless hours spent to protect the lives that needed 

your help is a testament to all the workers at ABDD.  We 
appreciate each one of your eff orts during this diffi  cult � me.

3856 E. State Street, Hermitage, PA 16148
724-346-2233

www.theabdd.org

★
★

★
★

A Brighter Tomorrow

• Bathing & Dressing Assistance
• Medication Reminders

• Light Housekeeping
• Meal Preparation

• Companionship
• Errands

734 Stambaugh Ave.
Sharon, PA 16146
www.visitingangels.com/office-locator
(724-342-CARE)    724-342-2273    724-342-2188 (fax)

“America’s Choice in Homecare”

Today, we would like to say thank you to 
the staff of Visiting Angels.

 
Much appreciation to our team who protected 

and cared for their clients.  
 

Thank you for your service, 
dedication and commitment!
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