2019 ADVERTISING CONFERENCE
L ISTEN · LAUGH · LEARN

September 25-27, 2019

P E N N S Y L V A N I A

Graduate State College
A S S O C I A T I O N

AD CONFERENCE SCHEDULE
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 25
Registration: 3:30 – 5:00 p.m.
Welcome Reception: 5:30 – 7:30 p.m.
Spats at the Grill • 100 W. College Ave.
The Welcome Reception provides an excellent opportunity to chat with old friends and colleagues, and meet new
people as the program begins. Appetizers and drinks will be served during the event. For those attending, please
meet in the hotel lobby at 5:15 p.m., and we’ll walk over as a group.

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 26
Registration: 7:30 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.
Print 101: Back to Basics

9:00 – 10:00 a.m. (Breakfast included)
Print newspaper advertising accounts for the majority of revenue at most news media organizations. This session
offers a review of valuable business-generating sales techniques, and provides valuable information about the core
printed product, to energize and educate attendees.
During this session, the following topics will be discussed:
• Proven sales tips
• Strengths and benefits of newspapers
• Successful ways to overcome common objections
This session is perfect for new advertising sales representatives and senior sales team members looking for a review.

Growing the Obituary Category
10:15 – 11:45 a.m.

For most publishers, the obituary category is a huge traffic driver and critical revenue stream. With the baby
boomer audience representing the largest U.S. population segment, the market is poised for growth over the
next 25 years. This session offers insights from representatives from two publications that have experienced
tremendous growth in this category - the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette and The Record Herald (Waynesboro).
During this session, the following topics will be discussed:
• Obituaries as display ads
• Complimentary products to upsell obituaries
• Informative overview of the funeral home industry

Rob Anders
Pittsburgh
Post-Gazette

Ken Browall
GateHouse
Media

This session is perfect for ad managers, senior management and sales representatives who specialize in the
obituary category.

All Day Digital Advertising Workshop
10:15 – 11:45 a.m. & 1:45 – 4:30 p.m.

Due to popular demand, Dr. James Bissell returns to present his highly-rated digital advertising workshop. This
workshop begins with an overall digital review of market trends, advertising sales techniques and combining print
and digital strategies. Following this introduction, there will be four specialized sessions: Google Analytics, Search
Engine Marketing (AdWords), Social Advertising and Display Advertising.
This workshop is perfect for ad managers, senior management and sales representatives.

Dr. James Bissell
PHDesigned

Ad Contest Awards Luncheon
12:00 – 1:30 p.m.

Join us as we announce and honor the winners of the 2019 Advertising Contest. The luncheon is a great time to
celebrate the accomplishments of friends and colleagues, and be inspired by their outstanding work.
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AD CONFERENCE SCHEDULE
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 26 (CONT.)
What You Need to Know About Medical Marijuana and CBD Oil Advertising
1:45 – 3:15 p.m.

Ads for medical marijuana and CBD oil are becoming more common in newspapers. While they may provide a welcomed
source of revenue, it’s critical to understand the rules before placing them into a publication. PNA’s Media Law Counsel,
Melissa Melewsky, will present the facts regarding this category of business.

Melissa Melewsky
PNA

During this session, the following topics will be discussed:
• Is pre-approval from the Department of Health required?
• Can medical marijuana and CBD oil advertising feature a promotional giveaway?
• What claims can advertisers make about their products?
• Which regulations impact medical marijuana and CBD oil advertising?
This session is perfect for ad managers and senior management who wish to stay abreast of current advertising trends.

Hiring Challenges and Successes
3:30 – 4:30 p.m.

Hiring the best employees involves more than running a help wanted ad and scheduling an interview. Two
seasoned employment attorneys will share important tips and practices to guide you through each step of the
candidate selection process. During this engaging session, the following topics will be discussed:

Mary WalshDempsey
Ufberg &
Associates, LLP

Robert Ufbert
Ufberg &
Associates, LLP

• Job descriptions – the importance of accurate job
descriptions in helping to formulate relevant
questions during job interviews.
• Background checks – how accurate background
checks can help to lessen uncertainty about
potential job candidates.
• Non-Compete agreements – when non-compete
agreements are appropriate, and how to fashion
non-competes that will be enforced by
Pennsylvania Courts.

• Onboarding and orientation – the importance of a
strong orientation process, and best practices for
orientations.
• Employment interviews – how to fashion questions
that are appropriate, and avoid pitfalls, during
employment interviews.

This session is appropriate for advertising directors, human resource managers, and others individuals who
participate in the hiring process.

Onsite Happy Hour: 5:00 – 6:30 p.m.
Please join us for a happy hour reception, featuring appetizers and drinks, and a chance to reflect on the day’s sessions.

Dinner: 7:00 p.m.
Dinner is on your own this evening, but we have reserved space at the popular Federal Taphouse in State College for those
who would like to join the group for an evening of dining and fun. The Conference program will also include a list of locallybased fan favorites if you’d prefer to do something else.

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 27
Revenue Roundtable
9:30 – 11:30 a.m.

Don’t miss the always popular Friday morning roundtable where ad managers and senior staff share their grandest
initiatives, and most difficult challenges. This is a unique opportunity to compare notes with your industry peers in an
open and honest environment. Bring your most successful ideas, and prepare to learn about exciting new opportunities.

Bill Cotter
Trib Total Media

During this morning session, the following topics will be discussed:
• Successful new advertising programs
• Useful management techniques
• Helpful responses to addressing the challenges that face the industry
This session is perfect for ad managers and senior management who are looking to develop new revenue for their
publication.
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REGISTRATION FORM
EARLY BIRD PRICING: Register by August 16 and receive a discount! • REGISTRATION DEADLINE: September 20, 2019

REGISTRANT INFORMATION:
Name for Badge: __________________________________________________

Title:________________________________________

Newspaper/Company:_____________________________________________________________________________________________
Address:_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
City:____________________________________________________________

State:_______________ Zip:____________________

Phone:_____________________________ Fax: _____________________________

Email:____________________________________

 Check here if you have special dietary needs or physical requirements and attach a note outlining your needs. Thank you.

PACKAGE OPTIONS

Member

Non-Member

By Aug. 23

By Sept. 20

By Aug. 23

By Sept. 20

Full-Time Package

 $205

 $275

 $275

 $325

Thursday Only

 $125

 $175

 $175

 $225

Includes Wednesday reception, Thursday breakfast,
awards luncheon, Friday breakfast, coffee breaks and all sessions.

Includes Thursday breakfast, awards luncheon,
coffee breaks and all Thursday sessions.

Thursday Awards Luncheon Only

 $25

PAYMENT INFORMATION
Please select a payment method:

 Our check is enclosed.
Please make checks payable to: PNA (Pennsylvania NewsMedia Association)

 Please charge the registration fee to the following credit card:
 VISA  Mastercard
Card Number: _______________________________________________________
Expiration Date: ______________________ CVV Code: _____________________
Name on the Card: ___________________________________________________
Billing Zip Code: _____________________

 $75

HOTEL INFORMATION
Graduate State College*
125 S. Atherton St. · State College, PA 16801
Phone: (814) 231-2100
Be sure to get the conference room rate of $109 a night
by making your reservations at 814-231-2100 and ask for
the PNA Advertising Conference rate or online at
https://panewsmedia.org/event/
pna-advertising-conference/
*The Graduate State College is currently the Atherton Hotel.
The name change is expected Fall 2019.

COMPLETED FORMS:
Online: www.panewsmedia.org • Fax: (717)-703-3001 • Email: Send scanned forms to maryf@pa-news.org
Mail: PNA Advertising Conference, 3899 North Front St., Harrisburg, PA 17110
CONFERENCE CANCELLATION POLICY: Cancellations MUST be received by 5 p.m. on September 13 to receive a
full refund. NO REFUNDS will be given after September 13. Direct questions or changes in conference registration to
Mary Firestone at the PNA at (717) 703-3069 or maryf@pa-news.org.

P E N N S Y L V A N I A

A S S O C I A T I O N
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