
The City of Basketball Love, Philadelphia, in support of increased coverage of girls’ high school 
basketball. 
 
From their final report: 
The PNA Foundation Fellow Grant was the first grant that CoBL ever received, in our first year as a non-
profit organization after 10 years of operation as an LLC. We were honored to be chosen as a recipient 
of one of your grants, which allowed us to greatly expand our coverage of Philadelphia-area girls’ high 
school basketball during the playoffs last spring. The reason we wanted to put this grant towards 
coverage of girls’ basketball specifically was two-fold: firstly, because girls’ basketball (and girls’ sports in 
general) are underrepresented in sports coverage, and second, because it was our first year of covering 
girls’ and women’s basketball, and we wanted to make a bigger impact in that scene. 
 
Ultimately, this grant was quite helpful in boosting CoBL’s postseason coverage, as we were able to get 
writers to all nine PIAA state championship games that featured a local team, as well as every semifinal 
game, a majority of the quarterfinal games, and many of the first and second-round games, across the 
state. At $50/story, this grant meant we were able to afford 30 more stories than we would have been 
able to during this time. 
 
The grant helped us hire several freelancers in the Lehigh Valley and State College area to cover several 
girls’ games (and a few boys’ ones, as they were doubleheaders), and pay some of our current 
freelancers to go out more often. 
 
Through the grant, we were able to cover stories like Faith Christian’s breakthrough in the District 1 
championship game or a major upset by Bishop Shanahan in the district semifinals, shining lights on 
programs that don’t often get enough coverage. It’s how we made sure the Philadelphia Public League 
championship and Athletic Association of Catholic Academies championship had quality writers there, 
that we were able to have one of the city’s top writers (Joseph Santoliquito) write about Cardinal O’Hara 
star Maggie Doogan after she led her team to a Catholic League title. 
 
It was clear that the grant helped us cover much more ground: during the month of January, CoBL 
covered 17 girls’ high school games. In February, that number grew to 32 stories of high school 
coverage; in March, CoBL wrote more than 60 articles about girls’ high school coverage, including 
previews, recaps and features, and the grant covered half of that total. 
 
Dozens upon dozens of stories, featuring literally hundreds of high school girls, the vast majority of 
whom want to continue playing at the next level, our coverage playing a small role in making that 
happen — and your grant therefore playing its role in helping shape the next generation of young 
women. 
 
In terms of how this benefitted CoBL, our site had its best month since our relaunch in March 2022. Our 
January 2022 coverage (pre-grant) received 34.9k unique visitors and 106k page views, which we 
bettered in both the shorter February (34.3k/110k) and March (50.4k/135k), a noticeable jump in traffic. 
Because we haven’t been fully active during March since 2018, I don’t really have a way of comparing 
story numbers, but it’s certainly better than we expected to do during our first year back. 
 
Most importantly, the grant helped us approach equality in our first year of covering girls’ sports. I was 
hopeful coming into last season that girls’ stories would make up about 33-35% of the site’s coverage, 
which would have been a strong introduction into the field. Instead, from November through March, 
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girls and women’s coverage made up more than 41% of our coverage. Everybody in the women’s 
basketball world I’ve shared that statistic with has been really happy with the number, especially for our 
first year. I don’t know if that number will ever be exactly 50/50, if only because of the reality of the 
imbalanced landscape — for instance, there are more than 120 area boys’ alumni playing Division I 
basketball as compared to 48 on the girls’ side, so writing a story for every commitment is going to 
naturally mean more boys’ coverage — but I think something in the 55/45 range would be a realistic 
goal. 
 
While we spent the grant in its entirety last spring, there’s no doubt that the enhanced coverage we 
were able to provide has played a major role in the growth of our girls’ coverage and traffic on our girls’ 
stories in the months since. We were able to hold our first-ever girls’ team event this October, bringing 
further attention to the girls’ talent in the area, and also exposing many of the area’s teams to the 
dozens of college coaches who were able to watch and evaluate. 
 
Thank you so much for this grant, and for allowing us to cover so many more teams, players 
and stories. 
 




