
PublicSource – support of a reporter covering higher education in the greater Pittsburgh region, in 
partnership with Open Campus.  
 
From their final report: 
PublicSource was honored to be selected to receive Pennsylvania NewsMedia Association Foundation 
Fellows funding in the amount of $1,500 to support our higher education reporter, Naomi Harris, who 
covers higher education in the greater Pittsburgh region, in partnership with Open Campus. 
 
Our April interim report detailed some of the powerful stories Naomi published since joining our team in 
November 2020. Since then, her stories have continued to raise important questions about the massive 
economic and cultural presence of higher learning in our region. 
 
In April 2021, this story highlighted innovations in community health care through Duquesne 
University’s Center for Integrative Health, which provides in-community preventive and chronic care to 
residents of Hazelwood and Clairton, neighborhoods where people have often struggled to 
receivequality care. 
 
In May 2021, Naomi published the special project What Difference Has a Year Made? This series of 
stories looked at efforts by local colleges and universities to address calls for racial equity reckoning 
following the 2020 murder of George Floyd. As part of the project, Naomi took part in a special 
collaboration for an episode of our podcast, From the Source, featuring a conversation with Morgan 
Ottley, the departing president of the University of Pittsburgh’s Black Student Union on the emotional, 
often invisible labor that is left for students to take up when higher education falls short of solidarity. In 
August 2021, Naomi further investigated equity issues with an examination of tenure among black 
professors at local higher learning institutions, and discussion with those institutions’ leaders about 
what has led to the tenured professorships’ overwhelmingly white composition. 
 
On September 2, 2021, Naomi was one of two reporters presenting at our Story Behind the Story event. 
These free virtual events are open to the public, offering intriguing behind-the-scenes views into how 
our stories come to be and intriguing discussions about what they mean for the public at large. Naomi 
spoke about what she’s learned as she’s built her beat during this pandemic year, and how that 
knowledge can be extrapolated for community members who wish to gain expert knowledge on a 
particular topic. 
 
We are proud of how these stories bring to light the underlying considerations and challenges that 
students, faculty, and administrators are facing as they navigate a changing higher education landscape. 
These stories show in detail how administrative policy decisions and ethical considerations in higher 
education play out across multiple communities, within and without the institutions themselves, in our 
region. 
 

https://www.opencampusmedia.org/
https://www.publicsource.org/trusted-sources-how-a-duquesne-university-program-builds-on-neighborhood-relationships-to-improve-healthcare/
https://apps.publicsource.org/racial-justice-campuses-pittsburgh/
https://www.publicsource.org/pitt-black-action-society-emotional-labor-podcast/
https://www.publicsource.org/southwestern-pa-black-tenure-professor-pitt-cmu-diversity-race-education-higher-ed/
https://www.publicsource.org/southwestern-pa-black-tenure-professor-pitt-cmu-diversity-race-education-higher-ed/
https://www.crowdcast.io/e/the-story-behind-the-2

