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National Newspaper Week is Oct. 4-10
Op-ed by William M. Cotter
President and CEO
Pennsylvania NewsMedia Association
 
Local journalism is woven into the fabric of our communities
Across Pennsylvania, from small towns to major cities, a common thread quietly weaves communities together. It draws attention to a local high school’s championship hopes, the detectives who solved a decades-old cold case, a proposed data center seeking approval in a township or the celebration of a hometown business reaching its 100th anniversary. That thread is local journalism, and it is an essential part of the fabric that binds our communities.
National Newspaper Week offers an opportunity to recognize and celebrate the role local news organizations, both print and digital, play in our daily lives. They chronicle milestones, controversies, triumphs and challenges while holding public officials accountable for the decisions they make and their stewardship of tax dollars.
Local journalists provide credible, trustworthy reporting that empowers citizens to make informed decisions and stay connected to the world around them. Their work also creates a lasting record that future generations can look back on to better understand the past and help shape a stronger future.
Why do journalists spend hours covering public meetings where residents voice concerns and elected officials respond? Why do they rush to the scene of a fire in the middle of the night, wait patiently for the opportunity to question a hard-to-reach official or organize events that shine a spotlight on local student-athletes and community achievements? They do it because these stories matter. Together, those stories become the first draft of history.
Local newspapers have evolved to meet readers wherever they are. Today, their journalism reaches audiences through print editions, websites, newsletters, mobile apps and social media. Across these platforms, local news organizations provide comprehensive news and information about their communities, giving residents access to timely, reliable reporting whenever and however they choose to read it.
Documenting important events and holding institutions accountable are fundamental responsibilities of local journalism. If a local newspaper disappears, a community loses far more than a source of headlines. It loses an independent government watchdog, a trusted record of local history and a shared source of information that helps neighbors understand the issues shaping their community. That void cannot be easily filled.
Building and sustaining strong communities requires the efforts of residents, businesses, nonprofit organizations and public officials. It also depends on the news organizations that document, inform and connect those communities. The role newspapers and journalists play in keeping the fabric of civic life intact should never be underestimated. Their work matters, and it makes communities stronger.
During National Newspaper Week, take a moment to recognize the importance of local journalism. Subscribe to a local publication and share its stories. Support local news through advertising, by patronizing its advertisers or by making a direct donation. Send news tips. Thank reporters and photographers when you see them covering your community. And encourage curious, civic-minded young people to consider journalism as a meaningful and vital calling.
Local news organizations tell the stories that weave us together. They preserve the history of our communities, hold those in power accountable, celebrate our successes and help us navigate difficult moments. They keep residents informed, involved and connected to one another.
That work strengthens the fabric of our communities — and our democracy.

The Pennsylvania NewsMedia Association is the official trade association representing print and digital news organizations across the commonwealth. For more than a century, PNA has worked to protect the freedom of the press, strengthen local journalism, and support the business operations of its member organizations.

CONTACT:
Jan Murphy | Director of Government Affairs | janm@pa-news.org | (m) 717-756-7075
4000 Crums Mill Road, Suite 101    Harrisburg, PA 17112    (717) 703-3000    www.panewsmedia.org
Our mission is to advance the business interests of Pennsylvania news media companies and to promote a free and independent press.
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